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analysis the current regime-sponsored 
campaign directed East European refugees 
throughout the world. The article discusses the origin and 
aims the campaign and dissects the methods used. 
Communist broadcasts, letters, pamphlets, newspapers, 
pressures and appeals, are all reviewed and their effects 
assessed. 
SOVIET TRADE OFFENSIVE: FAR EAST 


The third series articles East-West trade, con- 
taining comprehensive survey the Soviet in- 
creased trade offensive Australia, Burma, Ceylon, India, 
Indonesia, Japan, and New Zealand. The survey indicates 
that the latest trade agreements, carried out, will sub- 
stantially increase Soviet economic and political penetra- 
tion Free Asia. 


September marked the tenth anniversary the death 
greatest contemporary composer. the 
decade since his death, the Communists have consistently 
distorted the meaning both his life and work part 
propaganda campaign enhance their own cultural 
prestige. The present article shows conclusively that the 
Communist version deliberately-created myth, and 
proves that Bartok was loved and admired his last years 
the U.S., that was helped individuals and organi- 
zations, that wanted become American citizen 
and that, early 1945, had recognized and op- 
posed the Communist conquest his native land. 


HOW ROMEO DIED THE SECOND TIME 


The verbatim translation vicious attack America 
and Americans Romanian Communist writer. The 
story typical many such attacks the U.S. before 
the Geneva Conference. Though the propaganda vicious- 
ness has lately been softened somewhat, the effects the 
drive are bound last, despite the present, more concili- 
atory attitude. The article therefore reminder that 
the past cannot undone what has become known 


The title poem from volume which won for its author, 
Tadeusz Rozewicz, the Polish Prize. 
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The Month 


Review 


THE BIG FOUR Foreign Ministers’ Confer- 
ence set for Soviet tactics the past 
weeks were concentrated shifting the ground 
international discussion westward, away from the 
Soviet empire. series rapid moves. the 
USSR and each the individual Satellites an- 
nounced reductions their armed and the 
Soviet Union pledged withdraw from the Porkkala Naval Base Finland. initiated 
diplomatic relations with West Germany, signed trade agreement highly 
and granted “full Communist East Germany. each 
Soviet propaganda the new tactics products the “Geneva extolling 
them “proofs” that the Communist world actively striving for peaceful solution 
all outstanding problems. 


With each their latest moves, Soviet leaders and their Satellite puppets loudly 
reiterated the real goals Soviet strategy: dissolution NATO and withdrawal Allied. 
and especially American, forces from the European continent; disruption the Balkan 
Alliance; and the “neutralization” Western including Germany. They have in- 
sisted that Geneva ought spell the end Western dedication “position strength.” 
For abandonment the Finnish military base—which way weakens their position 
the area, since they control major part the Baltic coast—the Soviets have demanded 
the scrapping worldwide Allied defense positions. For promised reduction 
armed forces—which cannot checked present and which, even carried out. will 
amount decrease more than percent their military personnel—the Com- 
munists have requested Western demilitarization, conveniently “forgetting” that 
United States alone military personnel has been cut back more than percent from 


the 1953 peak. 


the Satellites continued focus agriculture and take stronger 
line the countryside. Both Hungarian and Romanian Communists announced increases 
farm collectivization, while other reports from Budapest and Prague indicated that pres- 
sure kulaks and sending young Communist recruits the countryside would continue 
form major part regime policy bolster the sector. 


The Czechoslovak and Bulgarian regimes also took steps for more direct control 
farm work. Czechoslovak Party Central Committee Secretary, Vaclav announced 
more centralized administration the State Farm sector, and detailed plans increase 
fodder output and stockbreeding. From Sofia came decree repartitioning plant and ani- 
mal production regional basis. Poland, new land tax rates were decreed which 
generally raised taxes the basis recent increases peasant 
venting peasants, with the exception those the Western from making 


Coordinated with their need improve agriculture and increase light industrial pro- 
duction, officials Romania, Bulgaria and Hungary continued emphasize heavy indus- 
trial development. Chairman the Czechoslovak State Planning Office. Simunek. made 
public 1956 plan targets, stating that the main industrial goals were concentrated ex- 


» 


panding the means production. placed particular stress the building and machine 
both with regard production and fulfillment the investment program. Roma- 
nian Premier Gheorghiu-Dej also pointed the significance heavy industry, and dis- 
cussed shortcomings the steel, coal and building material industries. Both Communist 
spokesmen complained about productivity and production, and their criticism was echoed 
Hungary’s Matyas Rakosi speech attacking July production lags. Rakosi also 
pointed out that despite great expenditures for new machines and plants, the level pro- 
ductivity the first half 1955 was only slightly higher than that the comparable 
period 


the religious the Holy Synod the Bulgarian Orthodox Church dissolved the 
Union Clerical Brotherhood, whose membership consisted mainly parish priests. The 
chief official reason given for this move was that the Union leaders had “adopted 
counteraction and contradiction” their relations with the Holy Synod. The Union leader- 
ship. which was known infiltrated Communists and Communist sympathizers, was 
accused working against the unity the Church and failing recognize the superior 
authority the Holy Synod. The dissolution followed shortly visit Patriarch Kiril 
which indicated that the regime had approved disbanding the organization 
source friction the Church leadership. The regime still retains control the Church, 
however, through special committee attached the Council Ministers. 
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MORE THAN half million refugees from Satellite 
nations* abroad have always been thorn the side the 
Communist regimes. Their very presence the West mocks 
regime claims for the superiority the Communist system, 
and participants anti-Communist organizations they 
constitute opposition bloc beyond the reach regime 
organs repression and control. Moreover, after Stalin’s 
death, exile influence became proportionally more obstruc- 
tive the regimes strove consolidate their positions 
home and promote the Soviet concept “coexistence” 
abroad. 

These refugees thus became the target new Kremlin 
propaganda offensive, campaign persuade them 
from the free world their captive home- 
drive: its basic purpose destroy confidence and hope 
the free world both within and outside the Soviet bloc. 
discrediting the whole idea exile, seeks resign 
the Communist-ruled people areawide status quo; 
and, splitting refugees from exile leaders and organiza- 
tions engaged political warfare, neutralize the effects 
anti-Communist activity and clear the way for Soviet 
policy aims abroad. 

The Communist argument for re-defection pieced out 
various negative aspects exile life: 
emigre groups, Communist agents sow conflict and aggra- 
vate frictions; the case the ordinary refugee with 
awareness political issues, the regimes appeal 
more personal considerations. Natural homesickness, family 
and national consciousness are twisted regime ad- 
vantage, and also the material situation many 
Thousands these have been living for years 
camps, where slum-like living conditions and the restric- 
and delays regard their emigration and employ- 
ment have bred disillusionment and desperation. Further- 
more, those who succeed finding new homes and work 
still encounter obstacles real integration 
countries. each these diverse groups the Com- 
have addressed specific appeals. 


Excluding East Germany. 


you can forgive me, said Vojetch Kanta modestly, ‘take 
back. Believe me, want make 


Hlas Domova (Prague), July 19, 1955 


The legal mainspring the re-defection campaign is, 
nearly all cases, amnesty issued the Satellite gov- 
ernments absolving escapees from criminal persecution 
they come home within stipulated period. The Bulgarian 
regime, whose legal reprisals against escape were one 
time the most severe, was the first Soviet bloc government 
declare amnesty. Until 1953, Bulgaria’s penal code 
provided the death penalty for so-called “desertion the 
homeland.” Prison terms, deprivation property and civil 
rights, and compulsory divorce were imposed the rela- 
tives escapecs. November 1953, these provisions were 
suspended for twelve months and all Bulgarian refugees 
invited return. The amnesty was extended another year 
November 1954. 

The drive propagandize re-defection began earnest 
the autumn 1954, when took its present aggres- 
sive character. September, two members the Bul- 
garian Agrarian Party-in-exile who had been active the 
Bulgarian National Committee Germany and Austria 
suddenly went back Bulgaria. There they publicly re- 
pudiated their anti-Communist associations and attacked 
Western treatment refugees. The return these men, 
Petur Trifonov and Milorad Mladenov, signalled the ap- 
parent capitulation number Agrarian Party mem- 
bers still inside the country, many them prison. 
date, these former opposition political leaders have 
been resurrected and put parade converts the 
Chervenkov regime. the same time, Bulgarian re-defec- 
tion agitation was launched the free world, setting the 
pattern techniques subsequently used other 
Satellite countries. France, the campaign directed 
from the Bulgarian Legation Paris. Legation officials 
mailed copies the amnesty text and the public statements 
the Agrarian Party defectors Bulgarian refugees 
France. These officials also approached refugees person- 
ally, the street, cafes, and their homes. The Lega- 
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tion’s cultural arm, the Franco-Bulgarian Association, ex- 
panded its literary and musical activities attract non- 
political and anti-regime refugees well French Com- 
munists. Refugees began receiving letters from Bulgaria, 
often from relatives and friends who had not written for 
years. These letters urge refugees take advantage the 
amnesty and come home, stressing that they will quite 
“safe” and will find things Bulgaria “much improved.” 
There are frequent references statements Bulgarian 
returnees which emphasize that regime 
promises are kept, that living conditions the West are 
intolerable and all exile politicians corrupt. these argu- 
ments are added sentimental appeals ranging from 
mother’s longing her son the desperate financial 
straits the refugee’s family and the need his support. 
Fifty French visas block were recently requested 
the Bulgarian regime enable group Bulgarian 
mothers Paris solicit the return their sons. 
When this was refused, the visas were sought indi- 
vidual basis. 

Austria, the apparatus for re-defection agitation 
the Bulgarian Market Gardeners’ Association, Commu- 
nist organization which offers agricultural supplies favor- 
able rates the emigre colony Bulgarian farmers there. 
The Bulgarian Legation also active Graz, conducting 
mail campaign along the same lines that Paris. 
There has also been conspicuous rise the number 
letters from home received these refugees. Several 
letters mentioned that Mladenov and Trifonov had visited 
the refugees’ home towns and informed their relatives that 
they were suffering hardships exile. 


Czechoslovakia 

Czechoslovakia has attempted wholesale subversion 
refugees and the destruction specific exile organizations. 
There are approximately 28,000 refugees still camps 
Western Europe, and the majority these are Czecho- 
slovaks. These refugees have yet been able 
emigrate find work countries where they are 
now living. Some are not eligible either. They exist 
vacuum, highly vulnerable efforts from any direc- 
tion resolve their futures. 

Early the autumn 1954, Communist agents Camp 
Valka West Germany and the other camps Germany 
and Austria began open campaign convince these 
refugees that they had been abandoned American and 
German authorities and betrayed the organized “exile 
Discontent and resentment were stirred pro- 
vocative propaganda such this Radio Prague broadcast 
the subject Camp Valka: 

“From the West German Camp Valka only one 
hour the dump which the Army throws its 
trash. The way from the camp gate this rubbish heap 
well worn. Hundreds refugees have walked day 
day. lot things can found the rubbish 
heap: cigarette butts, remains 
sometimes even whole can spoiled food, and lot 
the miscellaneous trash which accompanies the American 
Army everywhere. the way from the refugee camp 


Valka well worn. takes hour, but how much can 
considered less than hour! How 
curses and spicy reminiscences have been uttered this 
route, and the ears the exile elite London, Munich 
New York must have burned! How many times the 
talk this route has been about Masaryk’s ‘humanity.’ 
The Nurenberg rubbish heap the Army and around 
group refugees from the Valka camp—that 
genuine picture the pre-Munich [Czechoslovak] Re- 
public. How many people then dug various rubbish 
heaps looking for food scrap which could sold for 
few coins! One hour from the Valka camp, 
Munich Republic, with unemployed people digging 
rubbish heaps, repeating itself. For one hundred kilos 
scrap iron you can get six marks. Sometimes you can 
also find big cigarette butts, thrown out night 
club where only Americans are admitted. Some the 
refugees even succeed finding unfinished can food. 
Misery forces hundreds refugees take this way, even 
though may yield nothing more than discarded ciga- 
rette butt.” 


Agents called meetings the camps and worked aggres 
sively spread the idea return Czechoslovakia. 
December, dummy organization sprang which repre- 
sented itself indigenous underground movement 
disillusioned Czechoslovak refugees who had decided 
home and “to help others so.” This organization 
put out newspaper called HEPND, the Czech initials 
Exiles’ Movement for Crudely mime- 
ographed demonstrate its humble, amateur 
the bulletin was widely circulated mail and camp 
agitators who slid under barracks doors. Its contents 
consisted attacks Czechoslovak exile leaders, Western 
organizations (notably Radio Free Europe and the Voice 
America), and camp conditions, with contrasting senti- 
mentalized evocations life the homeland among 
friends and loved ones. The paper anticipated the Czecho- 
slovak amnesty declaration six months, with its oblique 
hints refugees that they were slip back “the way 
they the Czechoslovak-German border—they 
would assisted the border guards. The psychological 
groundwork for the amnesty was also prepared through 
letters from home, such this one received refugee 
Camp Valka early April: 


“Dear Husband and Daddy: Regards from all us. 
are all well and looking forward your coming 
back. The children ask every day when they will 
see their daddy again. all really need you. You 
know I’m not very strong and the children not obey 
me. opinion would best you did not wait 
for anything but simply came home the way you left. 
You would only have report our soldiers the 
border. You need have fears. asked about when 
your case was investigated here the second time and 
was promised that nothing would happen you. 


That most these letters were, and continue be. 
written the regime’s behest obvious from their similar- 
ity: one refugee has likened them compositions 
school children theme written out the teacher 
blackboard. Further, the letters are often followed 
communication from regime official the local 
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consul, saying that has learned that the refugee was 
thinking about going home and assuring him that will 
given every opportunity for Commu- 
agents manage obtain the exact names and mailing 
entire camp populations, well those 
living widely scattered communities all over 
the world. 

May Prague formally declared amnesty for 
exiles “who, under the influence hostile 
had committed the criminal act deserting 
the Republic.” The decree, which effect until Novem- 
her 1955, states that “every escapee who was forced 
provide American other organs with information 
Czechoslovakia” “work for foreign 
because the misery his plight” amnestied. 

HEPND’s May bulletin hailed the amnesty the fruit 
the fervor the HEPND movement. The amnesty was 
the regime’s answer the refugee longing 
return, the desire represented and embodied HEPND: 
action urgently needed proof that there existed 
solution [to the refugees’ Said the bulletin: “Who 
among exiles would not return home now that there 
this 

the triumphant note “mission 
HEPND was dissolved. Some its functions were assumed 
“The Committee for the Accomodation Persons Re- 
turning Czechoslovakia,” formed Prague June 
which publishes weekly called Hlas Domova (The Voice 
Home). July 13, Radio Prague said that the Com- 
mittee had that date dealt with 600 inquiries about repa- 
triation from all parts Czechoslovakia and abroad. The 
newspaper contains detailed instructions exiles how 
take advantage the amnesty, who eligible, testi- 
monials returnees; and continues the campaign against 
the “exile elite.” The emigre leaders are accused “mak- 
ing profession out being exiles,” having dropped 
all interest Czechoslovakia and having sold them- 
selves American propaganda and intelligence agencies. 
The regime explicitly excludes from its amnesty the mem- 
bers the Council Free Czechoslovakia, the Slovak 
National Council, and the leading Czechoslovak employees 
the Voice America and Radio Free Europe. 
nary refugees have nothing common with these gentle- 
men,” said HEPND. Its April issue told refugees: “We 
have put end forever our relations with the Czecho- 
slovak exile leadership represented the so-called Council 
Free Czechoslovakia, since know that their activities 
can never benefit the rank-and-file refugees such 

our knowledge Czechoslovakia has been misused for 
propaganda against our home land. 


shall not perish you leave me, 
But you will perish you do." 


The Czechoslovak regime charges that exile leaders 
prey upon the plain refugees, impressing them into espion- 
age agencies and the Foreign Legion; they allegedly induce 
them sell their children America. Quoting Western 
newspapers carrying notices the wish American 


couples adopt refugee child, 
May 26, said: 


resorting the most disgusting crime. 


treacherous exile leaders are now 
They appeal to 
the Czech and Slovak mothers vegetating camps sell 
their children. the United States, they want adopt 
children: sell families have 
done under the pressure absolute hopelessness. 

The article (which was reprinted Hlas Domova 
warned the refugee the dangers denationalization. 
Czechoslovak children who are now attending German 
schools are being study 
from “old German textbooks which are filled with Nazi 
propaganda.” The influence the schools demonstrated 
“in the way the children pronounce like ‘sch’ like 
article, deliver oneself the tender mercies 
recruiters foreign espionage and 
those who manage the sale one’s own children. 
From the tragedy the 
emerges for all the old but ever appropriate lesson: 
‘When you leave your country, the country will not perish! 
will live on, but who has deserted will nobody, 
without his fatherland, without his 

According Rude Pravo (Prague), August not only 
“the young ones from the terrible camps are returning, 
but also those for whom capitalism had offered chance 
‘free The article referred two emigre 
families who were recently repatriated from West Germany. 
The Papacek couple, owners prosperous tailor shop 
Germany, returned because “insecurity, fear the 
Duchon brothers had started goods 
business, but, said Rude Pravo, they soon had had cnough 
private enterprise. “Large firms don’t like such com- 
petition and made things hard for the Duchons. This was 
world crude struggle for survival. When the brothers 
heard about the amnesty they immediately decided: 
home.” 


Other Campaigns 

The organizational apparatus the Czechoslovak cam- 
paign modelled that which the USSR has set 
East Berlin for Soviet escapees. “The Committee for Re- 
turn the Motherland” claims group penitent 
refugees who, with the “cooperation” the East German 
government, are leading voluntary movement 
patriation the Soviet Union. Three its members repre- 
sent the Soviet-absorbed Baltic Republics, Latvia, Lithuania 
and Estonia. The Committee issues newspaper whose 
purpose and tone are similar HEPND. published 
Russian, and currently launching Lithuanian, Latvian 
and Ukrainian-language editions. Copies the paper 
have been mailed Baltic exiles Europe and the US. 
The names and addresses the Latvian exiles were ob- 
tained the Communists audacious theft last year 
from the offices the Latvian Committee (for refugee 
relief) Augustodorf, Germany. Communist agent 
rifled its card index file through open window. and 
succeeded taking the cards the letter 

Thus far, the re-defection programs Hungary and 
Romania have been more limited than these the other 
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The Czechoslovak redefection HEPND 


First Issue Redefection Bulletin HEPND 


Movement for Repatriation) was mailed refugees and distributed 


quantities the refugee camps West Germany and Austria. The cartoon shows stalwart young refugee making dash for 
home, straight-arming one exile leader (who trying block him) and evading another. 


Satellites. Both countries have issued amnesties, Hungary 
April and Romania June 25, but relatively little pres- 
sure has been exerted refugees. The so-called World 
Union Hungarians the Hungarian repatriation agency. 
statement the Union over Radio Budapest, May 20, 
refugees were told contact their nearest Hungarian lega- 
consulate for information aid going home. 
re-defection drive seems primarily directed 
curbing unrest home and popularizing the regime 
nternally. However, some Hungarian refugees report that 
they have received letters from relatives urging them 
come home, stressing family ties and the promise return 
property formerly belonging the escapee. 

Hungarian refugee Trieste received letter from 
his mother asking him come home. His father then 
wrote declaring would “never accept the return 
who had stolen two horses from him.” The refugee 
had not stolen any horses from his father; his father had 
never owned any horses. 

The broadcast quoted extensively from Christian Science 
Monitor article refugee conditions, citing “the awful 
lack prospects for the ex-citizens the People’s Democ- 
racies the countries where they are living today.” 
then asserted that “the Romanian authorities could not 
indifferent the situation Romanians living 
and therefore, spirit humanity,” had issued 
decree ease repatriation. This, said the radio, jeopar- 
dizes “an important source material and political profit 
Western circles, who are now attacking the humane 
measure taken the Romanian authorities.” 


Poland 


The Polish regime has embarked complex, long- 
range and costly program gain control its emigration, 
particularly the large Polish settlements the North 
France and the Rhine-Rhur district Germany. 
France, there are 750,000 Poles, most them prewar emi- 
grants and their descendants. Nearly half these are 
French citizens, but they live together com- 
pact communities adhering the Polish language and 
culture. these emigres propaganda not confined 
the theme repatriation, since the regime realizes that 
the majority are permanently settled and can useful 
the area where they live and the coal and steel industries 
where they are chiefly employed. Instead, seizing the 
initiative championing emigre cultural and professional 
interests France, the regime seeks spiritual rather than 
physical annexation emigre Poles. The Polish Embassy 
Paris circulates newspapers and magazines Polish and 
provides Polish communities with free movies, lectures, 
and fairs—all the name the Warsaw regime. pene- 


trates the younger generation staffing community schools 
with Communist teachers and organizing summer trips 
Poland for the children. Occasions such the Warsaw 
Youth Festival are used encourage entire families 
visit Poland. estimated that this program France 
costing the Warsaw regime $8500 

How agents operate among Polish youth 
Wychodzstwa, pro-regime emigre paper. 
the Polish Red Cross where was seeing off family 
returning Poland, the writer met youth 
who was his way back Poland with his parents: 


was pleasant talk young Emil, 
already well-informed about the world. 

life began the moment joined vocational 
school, where parents sent learn the 
said the start the conversation. was 

with regret that parted with French colleagues 
the end the course, for had become great friends 
with them. great them belonged the UJRF 
French Communist youth For long time, even 
when back Poland, will remember the colleague 
thanks whom together with parents, today 
way the Fatherland.’ 

“Seeing bewilderment, day this 
colleague began corversation with about Poland and 
the People’s Democratic nations. Like many other young 
people, knew only rumors and false accounts 
radio and from certain journals such Naredowiec 
anti-regime emigre newspaper). explained 
meaning the radio broadcasts and then 
books. few weeks later started take part youth 
celebrations, as, for example, the 
French Youth which took place July. 

“Did you start working after finishing school? asked 
him. 

agricultural machinery, who wanted pay francs 
hour. The next employer paid 115 francs hour. 
but his attitude toward workers was very hostile. The 
first one who dared say word about the union was 
fired once. realized that for there were 
pects for the future. 

explained this parents, and convinced 
them that our future lay Poland, the land happy 
and joyful youth. The formalities did not take long, and 
thus few hours shall train, our way 
the Fatherland. joy today boundless, and 
only little sorry parting from school 

said goodbye Emil, convinced that together with 
all young people would build bright future 
mighty Socialist Fatherland.” 

The same campaign carried out among the 250,000 
Poles Western Germany through Zgoda, Com- 
munist cultural organization which was reactivated for 
this purpose late 1954. addition the older regime 
emigre publications, Glos Polski and Nowe 


sci, Zgoda now publishes new newspaper, Echo 
Polski, aimed the non-integrated postwar refugees 
Germany. carries considerable amount repatriation 
propaganda and, like HEPND, attacks exile leaders and 
contrasts the misery refugee life with the “rosy” versions 
propagated Western broadcasts. Polish refugees receive 
letters from home stating that the writer has been in- 
structed inforra the refugee that returns will 
receive compensation for whatever property owned 
before his departure. 

recent weeks Poland has put greater stress actual 
repatriation. August 17, Radio Warsaw cited the prac- 
tical advantages repatriation: complete security, guar- 
antee employment, return property. The broadcast 
said that “Polish emigres should encouraged the exam- 
ple the Czech, Hungarian, Romanian and even Russian 
emigres who have returned home. People have had enough 
‘wandering around,’ especially now that the prophets 
Third World War are utterly discredited.” 

Instead formal decree, facto amnesty has been 
extended emigres statements quasi-official nature 
made regime leaders. delegation Polish emi- 
grants from Western Europe visiting Warsaw, Boleslaw 
Bierut, First Secretary the Party’s Central Committee, 
said July 25: “We are glad meet our countrymen, 
Poles from abroad. wish convey through you heart- 
felt greetings all Polish emigres.” Discussing the mood 
refugees, and especially that postwar refugees, the 
guests, according Radio Warsaw’s reportage, declared 
that many refugees would like home but were held 
back the uncertainty how they would received. 
this Bierut replied: “People’s Poland country where 
authority exercised the whole nation, and the Polish 
people are generous. not remember and not 
want remember past sins and transgressions. Everyone 
who wants return may come back confidently and 
without fear, and can work for the development Poland. 


long time has passed since the day 
crossed the frontier, carrying along 
the most 


our devotion the public cause 
forgetting even our own wives .... 


Tell this our countrymen.” Bierut thanked the dele- 
gates for “their great contribution sustaining the Polish 
spirit among emigrants.” 

August 19, Radio Warsaw reported that Premier 
Cyrankiewicz had held reception for Polish children 
from France, Belgium, Holland and Germany who are 
Poland for the summer holidays. Minister Education 
Jarosinski, addressing the children, said: “When you 
back, tell your parents, friends and neighbors about all 
you have seen here. Tell them that Poland awaits every- 
one who wishes return and work.” 

True the re-defection pattern, Polish propaganda 
seeks drive wedge between the exile leaders and 
“plain” refugees. Radio Warsaw said May 11: “An 
ever-growing number Polish refugees are leaving the 
emigre mud and contacting Poland order return 
home; noting this fact, Mr. Bywalec raised alarm 
the London paper Polski, seeing bad 
augury for Anders, Zaleski and Sosnkowski [prominent 
Polish emigration]. The abyss widening between 
sound-thinking refugees and emigre cliques 
These leaders have pangs conscience, although they 
are the source great misfortune thousands de- 
ceived refugees. Even the editors the National Demo- 
cratic weekly Polak can note the bankruptcy emigre 
cliques.” 

new regime radio station called Kraj (Homeland) 
went into operation July 31, exclusively for shortwave 
broadcasting Polish emigres. Many its broadcasts 
are addressed the intelligentsia, playing the vocational 
dislocations caused exile: “intellectuals often work 
waiters. Lawyers and teachers often earn their living 
porters and watchmen.” The first broadcast, appeal 
sponsored more than prominent regime intellectuals, 
urged frustrated artists and professional workers return 
Poland, where “the opportunity work creatively 
awaits them.” Kraj program August broadcast 


the Emigre 


order plunge into the smoke 
battle and the noise shots 
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poem the regime poet Slonimski entitled “To the 
Emigre Poet,” assuring exile Polish poets such Wittlin, 
Lechon, Balinski and Wierzynski that “their faults not 
count” and that they can come home. commentary 
the 16th anniversary the Nazi invasion Poland, 
Kraj declared that responsibility for the September disaster 
lay not with the Polish people but with its rulers who re- 
fused the help the USSR. “People’s Poland today 
offers chance for rehabilitation all supporters the 
then regime, and calls them return,” said the radio, 
adding significantly: “Poland does not forget those who 
fought for her freedom, matter where and what uni- 
form they fought.”—a new bid former members the 
Home Army which the Communists ruthlessly destroyed. 

this way Polish emigres who have been unsuccessful 
are encouraged back Poland; those who are pros- 
pering are urged, the other hand, become naturalized 
citizens the country where they have settled. This would 
create bloc pro-Warsaw Poles whose full citizenship 
rights would give them more power promoting Commu- 
nist interests Western Europe. The Polish Embassy 
trying persuade Polish emigres accept so- 
called “red” passports issued regime consulates. These 
not affect citizenship but confer certain benefits 
emigres who own property home, wish conduct busi- 
ness Poland visit it. Acceptance the passports 
constitutes implied recognition the regime. Polish re- 
defection agitation has also been noted the and 
Canada, well every country Europe. 


Response 
The re-defection drive bold gambit, and its dangers 
for the cause the free world are obvious. The regimes 
probably not anticipate snowballing movement for 
return; more strategic the unsteadying effect any 
return the morale other emigres and anti-Commu- 
nist movements and organizations. Although the precise 


made continuous efforts build 
the foundations our future State 
lively discussions 


number re-defectors cannot computed, known 
that several hundred refugees have gone back behind the 
Iron Curtain. 

Why they back? There are both objective and 
subjective reasons. Some refugees, particularly those the 
camps, have lost hope liberation their countries and 
their own prospects for new life abroad. They reason 
that they have nothing lose going home, nothing 
gain holding out. Others, who succeeded emigrating, 
have problems beyond their anticipation 
control. Inflationary conditions their own lack 
needed skills and language deficiencies have made im- 
possible for them make living: economically they are 
driven consider repatriation when offered. Bul- 
garian emigrant South American country writing 
friend awaiting emigration Trieste, warned against 
joining him because the severe inflation and unemploy- 
ment. said that himself had been forced apply 
the Bulgarian Consulate for visa Bulgaria, “not 
only for myself but also for many other Bulgarians here. 
There other way salvation for us. weep every 
day find myself this spot. not think that 
Communist, and realize that wherever may shall 
always hate Communism. 

West Germany, recent staff cuts the Labor Service 
Companies [work battalions for refugees under American 
and French command] number 
finding themselves unemployed and faced with returning 
camp, seek repatriation. 

Many refugees respond sentiment, appeals from 
home that they are missed and needed. Czechoslovak 
woman settled Nurenberg went Camp Valka for in- 
formation the Czechoslovak amnesty. Asked why she 
wanted return, she replied that she had material 
reasons; she had well-paid job and comfortable apart- 
ment Nurenberg. want return because 
homesick and life seems lack any real aim. 


have withdrawn, however, and 
now occupying high position the 
English community. 

Szpilki (Warsaw), July 24, 1955 


lonely and there likelihood that country will 
liberated from Communism soon.” She did not expect 
that would easy for her get job Czechoslo- 
vakia; she had heard that there shortage jobs and 
that “only the mines and heavy industry are looking for 
workers.” But other refugees have expressed the opinion 
that “things must getting better home they are 
allowing come back.” 

the spirit meeting their share bargain, those 
who back statements for publication the mis- 
eries and disappointments life the free world and 
the improvement conditions found home. Celebrated 
re-defection cases with political significance, such the 
Bulgarian National Committee re-defectors, the emigre 
Polish Leszek Florezyk, the Czech Vladimir 
Kucera who had been associated with Radio Free Europe 
and the Pole Stefan Michalski who had been employed 
the Voice America, provide much capital for regime 
propaganda. One defector, quoted Radio Prague, 
August 19, claimed that refugees are “bribed with choco- 
late and chewing gum” read prepared stories over Radio 
Free Europe and VOA: “fails repeat exactly what 
put front him, the chocolate taken away.” 
Michalski, (whose real name Brydak), made series 
broadcasts over Radio Warsaw RFE and 
VOA. Among other things, asserted that [his] 
criticism [of VOA policies] resulted mass ‘loyalty ex- 
aminations, vulgar examinations combined with injections 
which induced numbness, and lie detector.” said that 
“the picture the macabre living conditions the emi- 
the dictatorial rule colonels and Counts, the mis- 
erable barrack soup camps 
persons, [led him to] return quiet life and 
work for Similarly, Prague radio made extensive 
use Kucera’s alleged experiences. While the free 
world, Kucera had voluntarily made tape recording 
the effect that were ever return Czechoslovakia 
and denounce Radio Free Europe his statements should 
discounted. When Radio Eree Europe 
record Czechoslovakia, Kucera replied that had been 
drunk when made the recording. September 10, 
Radio Warsaw announced that Hugon Hanke, who 
August had assumed the post Premier the Polish 
government-in-exile London, had returned Poland. 
Hanke said had decided back “to set example 
all those who are still hesitating.” 

But not only are “star witnesses” this breed produced: 
the humblest returned refugees are featured news- 
reels and interviewed the regime press and radio. Their 
testimonials are remarkably similar tone and content. 
The re-defectors recite detail the circumstances their 
“desertion the homeland under the influence seduc- 
tive propaganda.” Once the free world, they found 
themselves confined camps and even military prisons, 
subject gruelling interrogrations, and coerced into spy 
schools. One Imre Nemeth, confessed embezzler who 
fled from Hungary, declared that had been forced 
join “the army spies” the threats intelligence offi- 
cers who impressed him the fact that “no one seemed 
looking for him.” became afraid that they might 


“We regret inform our listeners that the lecture entitled ‘Not 
One Exile Will Take Advantage the Amnesty’ will not de- 
livered, because the unexpected departure the lecturer 


Czechoslovakia [Armband refers Radio Free Europe 
Rohac (Bratislava), July 1955 


in,” said Nemeth, “for indeed there was nobody 
whom questioners would have account dis- 
appeared.” (Radio Budapest, July 23.) 

With one voice the re-defectors attack the emigre po- 
litical groups and refugee organizations venal and strife- 
ridden. They comment bitterly the contradiction be- 
tween life the free world pictured Western prop- 
aganda and the factual situation. Bulgarian escapee 
who had emigrated Canada through the offices the 
International Refugee Organization said that the examina- 
tion underwent was like that slave market: “They 
tested strength with instruments, inspected teeth, 
felt the muscles arms.” said that was “not 
without reason that the emigres called the IRO organi- 
zation for slave (Radio Sofia, August 1.) 

July 28, Radio Sofia broadcast extracts from in- 
terview with Ilia Georgiev Cholakov, “plain” refugee 
whose story typical re-defection testimony: 

one the victims enemy propaganda, which 
means slander and intimidation aims turning 
credulous people against the People’s Authority, and snatch- 
ing them from their relatives and using them instru- 
ment against their country.” 
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(Much influenced this “slander” and 
fear for his life and Cholakov escaped Greece 
1951.) 

“Having passed the border realized that not only for 
me, and the others like me, but also for the population 
the country itself the living conditions were 
very poor. 

“In Greece there were attempts make 
other escapees traitors, spies, agents, diversionists 
laborators the American Intelligence. Those who agreed 
went through long training and were then smuggled into 
the Greek police, agent and spy against people and 
family, was put into Camp Lavrion where living 
conditions were still worse.” 


(In October 1951 emigrated Brazil his own 
wish. hoped find good job and security. But 
was allegedly confined camp similar the one 
Greece. 

“Everywhere we, the emigres from the People’s Democ- 
racies, have been reproached the suffering people the 
capitalist paradise for leaving our free countries, where 
there job and bread for all the working people. 

“Nowhere did find the life had secured easily 
for myself Bulgaria. longer hesitated: the inten- 
tion return home which rose while was still 
Greece became determination return. This the 
desire, too, the majority Bulgarian emigrants 
Brazil. But return isn’t easy matter. The capitalist 
states create every possible difficulty. Nevertheless, 
homesickness surmounted all handicaps. returned, taking 
advantage the amnesty the People’s Government. 
returned new happy life. Now with family, 
who had been waiting for for four years. 

“Once again have quiet work—farming. enjoy 
freedom bread and employment. 
thankful the Presidium the People’s Assembly, the 
People’s Government and the whole Bulgarian population 
for the care they show for those like me, who were traitors 
the Motherland but later admitted their error. want 
call all Bulgarians who left the country, who are 
still hesitating, return the shortest possible time. For 
there nothing better than Bulgaria. They must take 
advantage the magnanimity the People’s Government, 
return home, and contribute their efforts the construc- 
tion our Socialist homeland.” 


Another associate the Bulgarian National Committee, 
Secretary the Vienna section, Yordan Peychev, re-de- 
fected the beginning August. His statement Radio 
Sofia, August made the usual charges against emigres 
contained hostile references the United States, 
had all previous such statements. 

The Warsaw-sponsored press France 
accounts Polish emigrants France who have decided 
Wychodzstswa (Paris) described interview with Po- 
lish family Comte (Pas Calais). One son was 
already living Poland where was alleged bet- 
ter off materially than his family France. Another 
son, Henryk, had recently visited Poland member 
the sports organization FSGT. was quoted: have 
Poland and found that the people there live much 


better than over here. visited all relatives 
whom had never seen before. They all told they 
were very satisfied. wanted see the poverty described 
the enemies People’s Poland over here. “We are 
short nothing—they told only need you, 
need young people. come, are waiting for you.” 


exile our life very Henryk added. 
father earns less than the brother emi- 
grating Poland, spoke the difficulties had met 
finding permanent employment after had had acci- 
dent. 

mother’s quiet weeping turned our attention from 
Janek. 

have had hard sighed Mrs. 
‘We left Poland seek employment. were much 
better off here compared the life led 
Communist) Poland. had work. was young and 
strong, brought six children, helped husband 
earn money and worked for local farmers. glad 
Janek leaving; will have permanent job there. 
shall ourselves Poland soon and meet him there. 
weep for joy think will soon Poland together, 
Poland were forced leave many years ago. 

“We leave the Krzystanek home, wishing happy jour- 
ney Janek, and all the family happy reunion with 
their sons, brothers and sisters Poland.” 


The same issue published letter from Polish youth 
greeting his old friends France, where had been born 
and raised, from Poland which had emigrated. 
hailed conditions the Poland: “When was 
little boy, often heard mother talk about Poland. 
The things she remembered were not very pleasant, for 
she had had leave capitalist Poland and seek bread 
and work abroad. Just the same, both parents and 
always believed that one day would return. But 
always wished would another, democratic country, 
and not the old Poland the landowners. Our wishes 
came true, and spite hostile propaganda were in- 
formed that could return our native soil.” de- 
clared that “the morbid days bourgeois Poland have 
vanished forever.” described the opportunities for 
education. very glad,” wrote, “that coun- 


“Ales Molin redefector] (second from left) Prague press 
conference.” 


Hlas Domova (Prague), June 28, 1955 
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Find Courage and Come Home! 


periodically hospitalized. 


cam paign. 


Son: Yesterday morning the radio announced 

the amnesty, the anniversary the liberation. 
could not sleep. got the newspaper early the morning 
and sending you. Unfortunately does not apply 
vou. You are And then they wanted get 
you. They came place. They told that you had 
served the Foreign Legion and that 
others for the service. more than year ago that 
they were here—almost two years. You have quite dos- 
sier the Palace Plzen. They know all about you. 
Well, don’t know, but try anyhow the Consulate. 
Every national may return within six months. High Trea- 
son—that probably does not apply soldiers. Find out, 
they could get you here and then send you prison. 
cautious. will try arrange whatever can here— 
but you have money for the trip anyhow. Well—it 
seems hopeless. Some won’t want return. They are 
well off. son from here also somewhere far away 
but never writes. You must ask them the Consulate; 
even the lawyers won’t know yet, but within month 
they will have all the information. see. write 
the President. The amnesty first came Russia, then 
here. Everything here the Russian pattern. you 
must study carefully, and the same. We'll dis- 
cuss with Dad. would willing give life for it. 
have you here. Much will pardoned that has hap- 
pened from 1945 now. you leave the camp you 
should arrange get letters. Things don’t the way 
want them. Don’t you agree with me? Goodbye, give 
regards all over there—Your mother. 

(Enclosed was note written the brother-in-law, 
devout Communist) 

Now your chance come back. The President pro- 
claimed amnesty the anniversary our liberation. 
Besides pardon and reduction punishment [for common 
criminals] also applies exiles. Those who escaped 
abroad have the opportunity return within the next six 
months without facing punishment. does not apply 
high treason, espionage, etc. enclose the proclamation, 
that you can read it. Here your chance, take it. But you 
must find out the Consulate whether your case consid- 
ered high treason anything that kind, men- 
tioned the newspapers. But opinion would not be. 
you could probably manage. you have the opportunity, 
hesitate. You would content here. different 
from what your propaganda claims. 


Letters From Home 


These letters were written the spring 1955 mother Czechoslovakia 
her son refugee camp Italy. defected 1948 while military duty, has had 
only sporadic employment and now suffering from tuberculosis, for which has been 
Amid the cliche-ridden cacophony regime propaganda, these 
letters sound low but profound note true feeling. 
the hopes, uncertainties and fears aroused behind the Iron Curtain the re-defection 


simple language they reveal 


Dear Son: all send you our best regards. 
thinking you, boy, [and] whether you have 
been released from the hospital. Where will you go? Think 
over! sent you clippings from the newspaper. The 
Amnesty. But does not apply you. And only very fev 
arrive. The border guards have been re-inforced. Every- 
they declare that they are well off over there, and here 
they would unwelcome the people. Dad talked 
you Captain The one who lives near the station. 
And too said that does not apply servicemen 
escaped near here, the border, during field exercises. 
was the service here. And other servicemen went 
with him. But did not hear from him since. One has 
work hard here, from one job the other. Dad not 
home yet, and there already telegram waiting for him 
him] where next.* too already fed 
with it, poor thing. stopped drinking, was not good 
for him. And eats very little. 

* 


Dear Son: did not know that you were still there, 
thought you had left. About the amnesty: does not ap- 
ply you. And who gets must then work hard 
the mines, probably Jachymov [uranium 
forced labor used], and must speak over the radio 
against the West. found out about it. must the 
jobs others don’t want do. But far one has 
come back from the other side. One agent came across. 
His name W., and was get information, but 
confessed and wants make amends, under the amnesty. 
was sent the mines. 

Give best regards all the people over there with 
you. grateful them for all they are doing for you. 
They all are strangers, poor child. But you cannot help 
it. That’s life—it not one would desire and want it. 
thoughts are with you all the time, even when 
write. feel encouraged when pray the Blessed Vir- 
gin, patron the main church the square The 
weather very cold, despite June. People complain. They 
say that Italy best, it’s warm there. Here are con- 
stantly cold. And everybody angry. Well, told you all 
know. expected hear from you from some other place. 
And when you are where you have enough eat, stay 
long you can. Perhaps you are lucky least that you 
are single, less worries. Good health and good luck. 
does not help depressed. Goodbye, farewell—Mother. 


The family are migratory farm workers. 


trymen not listen the hostile propaganda 
the gentlemen from London.” wished the editor 
“fruitful work promoting the real Polish spirit abroad.” 


Re-defectors are also pressed write personal letters 
their friends the free world, particularly those 
refugee camps. One typical letter refugee Camp 
Wels described the treatment received Czechoslovak 
who went back with his wife and child: 


the reception was nice and friendly [in way] had 
not expected. Immediately after the necessary formalities 
were completed and the papers prepared, were sent 
for one-week vacation Marianske Lazne 
where was also quite different from what one would 
expect from the talk camp. did not get noth- 
ing but promises. Everything which had been promised 
was really 

“After the week Marianske Lazne, were brought 
Prague the Committee for the Accommodation 
Returnees, which guarantees good employment. Here 
‘one really eats what one cooks for oneself’. re- 
turn also and don’t believing the eternal lies which 
you are told. None you should worry about what 


That emigres are wary and need such reassurance—and 
justifiably so—was admitted Radio Warsaw broadcast 
August 10, which said: “The emigres are not returning 
People’s Poland because the truth about how they will 
received the homeland has not reached them. The 
mood fear going back being sustained political 
intriguers exile, and radio stations hostile Poland 
attack with particular fury [our] announcements for- 
giveness those who return. That why [our] 
task make clear that those who return will not 
punished for old sins offenses. There was, true, 
period which overzealous bureaucrats the home- 
land made mistakes where repatriates were concerned, but 
this will not happen again. 


This cryptic admission probably refers the period im- 
mediately after the war, when the new regime Poland 
solicited the return Polish war refugees. Prominent 
political leaders abroad were told that they were needed 
home and would given important positions; members 


the Home Army and the Underground were asked 
come out into the open; all were guaranteed amnesty. 
Subsequently, many these were shot imprisoned: 
others were consigned the position second-class, sus- 
pect citizens. 

There also striking parallel between the present post- 
Stalin re-defection campaign and the period the 
when the Soviet Union attempted bring home large 
segment its Revolution exiles. The pattern the same: 
revolt (in Kronstadt 1921; Czechoslovakia and East 
Germany 1953), followed internal liberalization 
(NEP 1921; New Course 1953), followed external 
relaxation leading the Genoa Conference 1°22 and 
Geneva 1955. Amnesty and re-defection are part the 
policy international detente. 

1921—the year the Kronstadt Rebellion, the start 
the New Economic Policy and the first Soviet Amnesty 
—the Soviet regime stood the eve acceptance the 
West European powers the government Russia. Rec- 
ognition came the Geneva Conference April 1922, 
causing consternation the ranks the two-million-strong 
emigration, because meant the end official Western 
opposition the Bolshevik regime. Today the Soviets 
have attempted interpret the Geneva Conference their 
propaganda implying “recognition.” The West, they 
say, longer has policy liberation; the theme co- 
existence used persuade exiles that the Geneva 
Conference the West has moved toward complete ac- 
ceptance Communist control Eastern Europe. 

still too early ascertain the ultimate fate the 
present-day refugee who, whether out despair, senti- 
ment, guilelessness, chooses back. Undoubtedly, 
for the moment, will welcomed, since his value the 
regime lies almost entirely the propaganda exploitation 
his experiences. But himself captive those 
experiences. not too much assume that will 
never wholly understood and accepted the people 
home, and certain that will closely watched 
the regime, perhaps for the rest his life. History shows 
that the Communists have never shown any scruples 
dealing ruthlessly with what they consider “suspect ele- 
ments.” Many the Russian emigres who returned the 
Twenties learned the lesson the Purges the Thirties. 
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Soviet Trade 


Offensive: 


Far East 


This the third article East-West trade, which 
part series the foreign trade pattern 
the Soviet orbit. The following analysis Com- 
munist trade policy throws light both foreign 
and domestic policies the Soviet bloc countries.* 


MAIN feature the bloc’s trade the Far 
East that, contrast such trade other regions 
the world, the principal agent not the USSR, but Com- 
munist China. Soviet economic penetration the area has 
thus been made supplement military 
moves designed increase the prestige and power Com- 
munist China and bolster Peiping’s bid for representa- 
tion the United Nations. using continental China 
the forefront this politico-economic offensive, the Soviet 
bloc has been able capitalize the strength postwar 
Asian nationalism, pointing alleged advantages Asian 
“integration” opposed “capitalist exploitation.” 

The aims the offensive have differed from country 
country—from the fostering neutralist sentiment 
India and Indonesia disruption Japanese political 
and economic ties with the West—and too have the 
means used. Broadly speaking, the bloc’s program the 
area falls into three main categories: trade with the under- 
developed countries Southeast Asia, with Japan, and 
with Oceana. With respect the first these sub-areas, 
Soviet trade methods are similar those applied the 
Near East. These countries possess commodities, such 
rubber and tin, indispensable Soviet bloc economies and 
for which the regimes are willing pay premium prices. 
Further, other agricultural areas, the bloc purchases 
key tea, tapioca and low-quality rub- 
ber—of which there over-abundance the world 
market. 

With respect Japan, the campaign similar that 
waged the United Kingdom: the main stress break- 
ing controls over strategic materials offering such incen- 


All trade statistics this article are derived from official 
Western sources, the United Nations, and the U.S. Department 
Commerce. 
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tives proposed increases the purchase textiles and 
orders for substantial quantities industrial equipment and 
machinery. Finally, Oceana—Australia and New Zea- 
land—Soviet bloc trade concerned almost 
with the purchase wool. That here too political con- 
siderations play major part can been seen from the fact 
that, following the April 1954 defection Soviet “diplo- 
mat,” the near-kidnapping his wife and the resultant 
deterioration USSR-Australian displomatic relations, the 
Soviet Union abruptly stopped wool purchases 
country. 


Australia 


Although Australia’s trade with the Soviet bloc decreased 
somewhat last year, remained about the 1953 level 
overall importance, because total exports—including those 
non-Communist countries—fell the lowest level since 
1950: from billion 1953 $1.7 billion 1954. Ex- 
ports the Soviet bloc fell from $62.2 million 
total exports 1953 $55.5 million 3.3% the total 
1954. Australia’s imports from the bloc, the other 
hand, registered slight rise: from $10.7 million 
total imports 1953 $12.8 million, and the same 
percentage the total, 1954. 
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Bulgarian Foreign Trade (Sofia), December 15, 195 


Australia’s trade with Communist-dominated countries 
will probably show marked decline this year result 
the virtual standstill purchases follow- 
ing the April 1954 defection Vladimir Petrov, former 
member the Soviet embassy. Thus, almost all Soviet 
wool purchases 1954 were made the first quarter 
the year. the defection this Soviet diplomat, the 
USSR’s buying was vigorous that caused the market 
rise slightly; also, when, orders from Moscow, the 
Soviets suddenly withdrew from the market early 1954, 
prices took dip. The Soviet Union later resumed 
bidding for short time, but only after was satisfied that 
was paying only minimum margin above other bids 
competitive buyers. 

This marginal outbidding competitors the Aus- 
tralian wool market was characteristic Soviet methods: 
they regularly came into the market with definite, pre- 
determined requirements and were prepared outdo all 
competitors achieve their goals. Soviet ships were di- 
rected Australian ports before the bidding had taken 


ready load with complete cargoes. Apparently 


the Soviets felt that the higher prices paid having 
outbid competitors—as long they did not involve dis- 
criminatory offset savings effected 
through the use their own shipping and bulk loading. 

The following table traces Soviet bloc purchases 
Australian wool (in millions pounds) for the 1954-55 
economic year (July through June) and compares them 
with those the corresponding 1953-54 period. 


Soviet Wool Purchases* 


1953-54 1954-55 
Czechoslovakia ....... 8.5 
17.6 16.1 


The above figures point the almost complete stoppage 
current wool shipments the USSR. 1954, over 
Australia’s Soviet bloc exports went the 
and 97% exports the Soviet Union were made 
wool. 

Among the other important commodities the com- 


Source: Commonwealth Bureau Census and Statistics. 
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merce between Australia and the USSR are mutton and 
canned fish. April 1954, was reported that Australian 
traders had 1,500 tons mutton the Soviets during 
the season. This was out total quota 4,000 tons 
which Australia had the right sell the open market 
under the terms its meat agreement with the United 
Kingdom. January 1954, contract was signed 
Australia and the USSR, under which Australia agreed 
import about $3.6 million worth canned salmon and 
crab from the Soviet Union order help balance the 
trade account the two countries. 


Burma 


major economic problem confronting Burma involves 
the disposal surplus rice production which last year 
was estimated have amounted 500,000 600,000 
tons. Burma has tried sell some this surplus the 
United States, but since there rice surplus this coun- 
try too, the attempt did not meet with success. The only 
other alternative open the Burmese was try and ship 
the rice the Soviet bloc. This they did, and recent con- 
tracts with Communist China and the USSR involve the 
unloading some 350,000 tons; smaller amounts have 
been contracted for Czechoslovakia and East Germany. 

The Communists eagerly seized upon the opportunity 
use their recent purchases weapon discredit the 
foreign agricultural disposal program. For instance, June 
1955, Radio Peiping broadcast charged that “US dump- 
ing surplus farm produce directed Japan, South 
Korea, and Southeast Asia threatens above all the normal 
trade rice-producing countries Asia such Burma 
and Thailand.” The broadcast added that “These 
maneuvers are aimed shifting its own agricultural crisis 
others, especially the people backward countries,” 
and pointed out that rice exports had increased from 
72,000-ton average for the 1934-38 period 694,000 tons 
1953. The broadcast also claimed that, consequence 
this export and American designs “manipulate the 
economy and politics rice-producing Asian countries,” 
Thailand’s 1954 rice exports were percent below those 
1953, and the stock unsold Burmese rice had reached 
the one million ton mark.* 

Burma’s overall trade with the Soviet bloc declined sub- 
stantially 1954. Soviet bloc exports fell from $2.9 million 
total exports 1953 $0.6 million 0.3% 
the total 1954. the other hand, Soviet bloc im- 
ports remained about the same level—$2.2 million 
total imports 1953 and $2.2 million 1.1% 
the total 1954. 

long-term trade and payments agreement between 
Czechoslovakia and Burma was signed Prague Feb- 
ruary 14, 1955. Burma export rice, fodder, rubber, 


Foreign Crops and Markets (Washington, July 1955) figures 
show that Communist China’s claims with respect Burma’s rice 
surplus double the actual amount. Also, Burma’s rice exports 
1954 amounted 1,451,000 metric tons, compared with 970,000 
tons 1953. According the same source, the rice export bal- 
ance (excess exports over imports) dropped from 777,800 metric 
tons 1953 542,600 tons 1954. 


wolfram, lead concentrates, etc., return for Czechoslovak 
machinery and light industrial products. 

The first trade and payments agreement between Burma 
and East Germany was signed the Leipzig Fair March 
1955. Under the terms this agreement, Burma 
deliver spices, cotton, teak-wood, rubber, wood-oil, silver, 
pulses, wolfram, etc., return for East German machinery 
machine tools, industrial installations, optical 
etc. the time this agreement was concluded, 
protocol was signed regulating rice delivery from Burm: 
exchange for East German machinery and equipment. 

Trade negotiations between Burma and Poland 
been under way since the beginning the year. Talks 
taken place Rangoon, Warsaw, and Moscow. Rice. 
fodder, tobacco, copra, rubber, oil seeds, hides, nuts, te: 
and manganese ore are products mentioned 
Burmese exports. return, Poland offering machinery, 
machine tools, refrigeration equipment, agricultural ma- 
chinery, construction equipment, locomotives, railway roll- 
ing stock and maintenance equipment, cement, glass, etc. 

According recent reports, Poland also negotiating 
supply machinery and equipment for Burma’s development 
program. According the same reports, Poland, 
and Czechoslovakia have submitted joint offer supply 
machinery and equipment for the expansion port facili- 
ties, water supply facilities, and for power stations. More- 
over, the Soviet bloc prepared offer this equipment 
either barter long-term credit basis, and they have 
agreed undercut UK, German and Belgian bids. Two 
Burmese trade missions, one for Western and the other for 
Eastern Europe, are scheduled visit these areas inspect 
the equipment. 

Negotiations were completed July 1955 for three- 
year trade and payments agreement between Burma and the 
USSR. February 1955 Rangoon announced that the 
Soviet Union had contracted purchase 200,000 tons 
surplus Burmese rice and return would supply the Bur- 
mese with industrial equipment. This contract 
corporated the July agreement, under which the USSR 
agreed purchase 150,000-200,000 tons rice during 1955. 

Among the other products pledged Burma are pulses, 
nonferrous metals, hard timber, and rubber. The Soviets 
agreed supply machinery for the rice industry, cotton 
ginning equipment, textile plants, hydroelectric power sta- 
tions, tractors, agricultural machinery, automotive vehicles, 
electrical and communications equipment, excavators, 
pumps, compressors, printing equipment, 
motorcycles, bicycles, photographic and cinematographic 
equipment, newsprint, cement, rolled ferrous metals, chemi- 
cal and pharmaceutical products, medical equipment, etc. 
The Soviets have also agreed provide facilities which will 
enable the Burmese become “acquainted” with the ma- 
chinery and equipment supplied the and Soviet 
specialists will sent Burma. Burmese purchasing 
mission also scheduled leave for the USSR buy the 
goods and equipment. 

Burma and Communist China signed three-year trade 
agreement April 22, 1954, which does not stipulate the 
volume goods exchanged but leaves these questions 
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specific protocols contractual agreements nego- 
tiated the respective national trading organizations. Fol- 
lowing are the principal products exported Burma: 
rice and rice products, beans and pulses, oil cake, mineral 
ores, timber, rubber, and raw cotton. The main Chinese 
exports will be: coal, silk and silk textiles, cotton textiles, 
paper, agricultural implements, light industrial products, 
handicraft products, enamelware, porcelain, canned foods, 
pharmaceutical raw materials, tea, and cigarettes. 

November 1954, Burma and Communist China 
signed separate protocol covering the purchase China 
150,000 tons Burmese rice. Moreover, December 
1954 communique, issued the conclusion Burmese 
Premier visit China, revealed that China com- 
mitted import 150,000 200,000 tons rice annually 
from Burma the 1955-1957 period. Final details the 
1955 agreement were not ironed out until April The 
value the rice shipped Burma was placed 
$16.8 million, $112 per ton. return, China agreed 
supply Burma with steel and steel products, iron pipe, news- 
print, textiles, glass, sanitary equipment, etc. April 
$5.3 million worth contracts for import com- 
modities from Communist China had been signed. Accord- 
ing reliable report, only percent the payment 
effected the shipment Chinese goods, while 
percent made goods Russian and East 
European origin, and the remaining percent pounds 
sterling. 


Ceylon 


1954, both the volume and importance Ceylon’s 
with the Soviet bloc registered substantial decline. 
Exports fell from $51.5 million 15.6% total exports 
1953 $46.9 million 12.3% the total 1954. 
Similarly, Soviet bloc imports dropped from $45.5 million 
13.5% total imports 1953 $33.1 million 
the total 1954. 


Far-East Trade with the Soviet Bloc’ 
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Kong trade almost exclusively with Communist 
China. 


interesting note that while the Chinese Com- 
munists have been attacking the for its trade 
promotion program for rice sales, they themselves are 
threatening Ceylon’s tea trade. The island’s tea industry 
currently greatly concerned about reports that Com- 
munist China entering the world tea market big 
scale. This concern particularly acute view the fact 
that Ceylon’s tea production during the first quarter 
this year was 10° above the corresponding 1954 period. 
Reports from Peiping indicate that the Chinese Communist 
national tea corporation plans sell its product Egypt, 
Syria, Chile, Argentina, the Netherlands, Britain and Ger- 
many. Ceylon fears that Peking may also have eye 
other markets the Middle East and the Persian Gulf area, 
and strengthen its position that area, the Ceylonese 
Tea Propaganda Board has decided open Tea Promo- 
tion Bureau Baghdad. 

Ceylon’s commercial relations with the Soviet bloc are 
almost exclusively confined trade with Communist 
China. About half Ceylon’s approximately 100,000 tons 
annual rubber production has gone Communist China 
during the past three years. agreement, signed Peiping 
October 1954, provides for yearly Ceylonese rubber ship- 
ments 50,000 tons return for 270,000 tons rice per 
annum. The balance approximately million Cey- 
lon’s favor during the current year met Chinese 
payments pounds sterling the sale Chinese 
goods Ceylon “reasonable” prices. Prices agreed upon 
for rubber were, the time signing the 
above those prevailing the world market, that is, quite 
favorable the Ceylonese. December 1954, however, 
Ceylon was losing more than two cents pound Chinese 
deliveries because temporary rise world rubber 
prices. June this year, after drop world prices, 
the Ceylonese were once again incurring loss and there- 
fore pressed the Chinese grant them price revision. 
The following month Ceylon’s loss reportedly amounted 
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eight cents per pound, and the situation was further ag- 
gravated the fact that this year’s rubber crop down 
from the 1954 level, that Ceylonese authorities are ex- 
periencing difficulties fulfilling their quota commitments 
Communist China. Negotiations were therefore under 
way increase the price rubber deliveries Communist 
China. 

Copra and coconut oil are two other items importance 
Ceylon’s trade with Communist China. Last year Cey- 
lon shipped China 10,000 long tons these commodities, 
14.5% her entire production, compared 6,427 
tons the total 1953. 

June 29, 1955 Radio Prague broadcast disclosed that 
discussions had recently been held that city repre- 
sentatives the Ceylonese and Czechoslovak governments, 
increase the mutual exchange goods 
and the strengthening relations” between the two coun- 
tries. According this broadcast, was agreed that draft 
trade agreements between Ceylon and Czechoslovakia 
would exchanged the “near future.” Other reports 
indicate that negotiations have been concluded between 
Ceylon and Poland for barter agreement which will call 
for the exchange Ceylonese tea for Polish chemicals, 
metal products and textiles. 


India 


India’s trade with the Soviet bloc increased substantially 
during the past year. Exports rose from $14.6 million 
1.3% total exports 1953 $19.3 million 
the total 1954. Imports increased from $7.9 million 
0.7% total imports 1953 $11.2 million 0.9% 
the total 1954. interesting note, however, that 
Soviet bloc imports were still far below the 1952 level, when 
they amounted $40.4 million total imports. 
the total that approximately $34 million worth 
came from Communist China, compared only $4.8 
million worth goods from this country 1954. 

February 10, 1955, the 1954 Indian-Bulgarian trade 
agreement was extended for afi additional year. This agree- 
ment, now valid until December 31, 1955, calls for some 
increase trade between the two countries, though the 
exact amount was not stipulated. India agreed export 
black pepper, tea, unprocessed wool, cotton, medicinal 
plants, electric cable, shellac, glue, hides, bamboo, etc., 
return for Bulgarian harvesters, pneumatic pumps, lathes, 
eccentric presses, electric motors, chemicals, glass, wood, 
food products, etc. 

The Indian-Czechoslovak trade agreement, which ex- 
pired December 31, 1954, was extended twice, once 
January for additional three months until March 31, 
1955 and again June until December 31, 1955. This 
agreement provides for Indian exports jute and jute 
products, iron ore, mica, shellac, hides, coffee, tea, tobacco, 
manganese ore, linseed oil, essential oils, unprocessed wool, 
return for Czechoslovak exports light engineering 
products such as: marine-type diesel engines, machinery 
for the footwear, textile, woodworking, rubber, chemical, 
construction, tanning, and printing industries: also, agri- 
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cultural machinery. machine tools, automotive vehicles, rail- 
way locomotives, photographic and cinematographic equip- 
ment, equipment, hydroelectric 
mal power glass, textiles, ceramics, 
March 1955 New Delhi report indicated that Czecho- 
slovakia offered construct and equip several industrial 
plants for the Indians, including mill, sugar mills, 
and chemical factories. This offer followed Indian accept- 
ance USSR bid construct huge steel mill very 
attractive terms. June was also announced 
Prague that Indian representatives had concluded agree- 
ment for the purchase 2,050 railway freight cars from 

trade agreement between India and East Germany 
was signed October 16, 1954. This agreement valid 
until December 31, 1955 and provides for Indian exports 
tea, coffee, tobacco, iron and manganese ore, cotton. 
cotton textiles, jute manufactures, silk, wool, shellac, resin, 
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glycerine, spices, hides, mica, rubber, chrome, etc. East 
Germany agreed deliver wide range heavy ma- 
chinery, such as: equipment for rolling mills; gas and elec- 
tric furnaces; lathes; mining, petroleum, civil engineering 
equipment; and machinery for the chemical, pharmaceu- 
tical, textile, cement, sugar and printing industries. The 
East Germans will also deliver tractors, chemicals, optical 
and precision instruments, and newsprint. 


June 17, 1954, trade agreement was signed India 
and Hungary, valid until December 31, 1955, 
ing for Indian shipments spices, tea, tobacco, oil seeds, 
groundnut oil, skins, hides, essential oils, iron and manganese 
ore, woolen textiles, jute, etc. Hungary ship machin- 
ery, machine tools, electrical equipment, cinematographic 
equipment, agricultural machinery, motorcycles, dyes, 
pharmaceutical products, glassware, porcelain, etc. Com- 
plete industrial plants were included the list ma- 
chinery, and the chief the Hungarian Trade Mission 
India said that Hungary prepared design these plants, 
that will provide for technical assistance the installa- 
tion and initial operation, and would train the local tech- 
nical staff. 


new trade agreement between India and Poland, valid 
for the year 1955, was signed March 1955. calls 
for Indian exports iron ore, mica, leather, tea, coffee, 
tobacco, nuts, hides and skins, etc.; return, the Poles 
agreed export machine tools, machinery and industrial 
equipment (including sugar and cement plant), rail- 
way rolling stock, tractors, agricultural machinery and im- 
plements, chemicals, coal tar, surgical and optical instru- 
ments, etc. Trybuna Ludu (Warsaw), June 23, 1955, an- 
nounced that India had accepted Polish bid for the 
construction 2,500 railway freight cars, cost 
million. 

The first trade and payments agreement concluded be- 
tween India and Romania was signed New Delhi 
March 23, 1954. was valid until the end 1954, but 
automatically renewable for additional year. Indian 
export commitments included cotton, wool, skins, coffee, 
tea, spices, textiles, and ores, exchanged for petroleum 
products, timber, chemicals, paper, textile machinery, trac- 


tors, railway equipment, and other industrial equipment 
from Romania. 

December 1953 India and the USSR signed 
five-year trade agreement; the lists this agreement were 
renewed for second year December 24, 1954. Under 
it, India export jute, tea, coffee, tobacco, shellac, hides, 
skins, black pepper, spices, mica, vegetable oils, etc. The 
Soviet Union will send wheat, barley, crude oil, petroleum 
products, fiber, paper, iron and steel products, chemicals, 
dyestuffs, pharmaceutical products, optical instruments, 
motion picture films, agricultural machinery, tractors, and 
industrial and electrical equipment. recent Moscow re- 
port indicated that the Chelyabinsk Pipe Rolling Works has 
received large order for pipe for the oil refineries under 
construction India. The first consignment was scheduled 

One the most significant factors recent Indian- 
Soviet commercial relations was the agreement, signed 
February 1955, regarding the setting integrated 
Soviet iron and steel plant India. This plant, 
cated the Bhilai region Madhya Pradesh, scheduled 
have initial capacity one million tons ingots with 
about 750,000 tons rolled products. Construction this 
plant completed December 31, 1959. The USSR 
will guarantee the plant’s operation for period six 
months and will provide technicians for three years after 
the mill reaches full operation. Russian equipment ex- 
pected cost about $91 million (f.o.b. Black Sea and 
Baltic ports). The Soviets will receive about $5.3 million 
for their services preparing the project report and design 
drawings. 

Payment made Indian rupees equal in- 
stallments, with interest per annum the amount 
outstanding each year. The money deposited 
special account with the Reserve Bank India, and 
amounts credited this account can used purchase 
goods India may freely converted into sterling. 
Provision has been made for the training sufficient 
number Indian technicians, both India and the 
USSR, enable Indian personnel man the plant 
fully possible from the very beginning the project. 
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May 13, 1955 New Delhi report revealed that the Soviet 
steel expert who the supervisor the project was 
arrive India before the end May, and Soviet sur- 
vey team has already completed preliminary work, such 
surveying and mapping the site. The Soviet team ex- 
pected submit full report the project New Delhi 
the end this year. Meanwhile the Indian government 
going ahead with the recruitment local technical per- 
sonnel for the project. 

India and Communist China signed two-year trade 
agreement New Delhi October 14, 1954. This agree- 
ment subject renewal negotiation, and includes 
proviso for transit via the port Calcutta, Chinese 
commodities Tibet. However, was agreed that only 
goods unobtainable India will accorded these facili- 
ties. More specifically, the pact stipulates that the existing 
“customary” trade between India and Tibet shall main- 
tained and developed, and that Peiping required ob- 
tain New Delhi’s advance clearance for goods proposes 
send Tibet.* separate schedule attached the 
agreement, India has indicated fifty items normally avail- 
able for export Tibet; these include large part con- 
sumer goods, transmission and wireless equipment, and 
automotive vehicles. 

Following are the principal Indian goods available for 
export China: rice, certain seeds, tobacco,** metallic 
ores—including chrome—manganese, tin and zinc concen- 
trates, chemical and pharmaceutical products, electrical ap- 
pliances, machinery and machine tools, ferrous 
ferrous manufactures, cotton textiles, jute manufactures, 
bicycles, automotive vehicles, cement, tires tubes, 
pumps, lanterns, sewing machines, agricultural implements, 
mica, etc. China, return, has agreed export rice, soya 
beans, machine tools, machinery, antimony, graphite, fluor- 
spar, arsenolite, silk and silk textiles, wool, hides and skins, 
paper (including newsprint chemicals), tung oil, cassia, 
methol crystals, resins, porcelain, glass and glassware, 


Chinese state agency designed promote trade between 
India and Tibet began operations Calcutta July 

Indian governmental report revealed that, 1954, India 
concluded contract for the export 2,000 tons tobacco 
Communist China. However, actual exports exceeded that amount. 


hosiery and stitching needles, vegetables and vegetable 
products, canned goods, etc. 


Indonesia 


The Soviet bloc’s trade with Indonesia combines nearly 
all the characteristic aspects the overall Communist trade 
offensive the Far East. Basic these tactics the bloc’s 
obvious attempt tap Indonesia source for the steady 
supply such strategic materials rubber and tin. 
obtain these and other goods, the Communist regimes are 
willing pay prices 10% above those the world market 
and, return, they offer Indonesians all kinds technical 
equipment normally available only for hard currency. The 
bloc has also been ready grant long-term credits toward 
the purchase complete industrial installations very 
favorable interest rates and, other underdeveloped 
areas, the Communists have been buying some agricultural 
commodities which there over-abundance the 
market. The quantities involved are not very large, but 
the Communists have disregarded this fact exploiting 
the purchases both their trade negotiations and part 
worldwide propaganda campaign discredit com- 
mercial practices. Vneshnaia Torgovlia (Moscow) 
January 1955 put it, “Czechoslovakia and the German 
Democratic Republic [East Germany] have included tapioca 
the lists goods imported [from Indonesia] 
time when its export dropped because the United States 
stopped buying it.” 

further feature Soviet commercial practices the 
area that Communist China has been acting agent 
for European Soviet bloc countries their relations with 
Indonesia. The current agreement with China, for in- 
stance, calls for the delivery substantial quantities 
industrial equipment, much which the Chinese not 
produce themselves and, even they did, would 
position export. Finally, also significant that the 
amount textile products sold Indonesia has been in- 
creased recent negotiations. result, the Communists 
are able dispose large quantities second and third 
grade fabrics difficult sell anywhere else and, perhaps 
more important, they are thereby taking the market away 
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from the Japanese, thus indirectly driving the latter toward 
the Communist trade camp. 

Indonesia’s trade with the Soviet bloc doubled the 
past year: exports increased from $4.5 million 0.5% 
total experts 1953 $9.1 million 1.1% the 
total 1954; imports increased from $7.0 million 1953 
$15.4 million the total 1954.* 

December 15, 1954, one-year trade agreement was 
signed Indonesia and Bulgaria. This agreement, 
the first ever concluded between the two countries, 
provides for exports rubber, tea, coffee, tin, 
spices, etc., return for Bulgarian chemical fertilizer, elec- 
tric motors, pumps, electrical supplies, textiles, etc. 

1954-55 trade agreement between Indonesia and 
Czechoslovakia was signed Prague July 1954. This 
agreement, valid from July 15, 1954 July 14, 1955, pro- 
vided for total exchange approximately $18.5 million 
(about $9.3 million each direction) above that 
called for the previous agreement. Indonesia agreed 
export rubber, tin, pepper, copra, spices, tapioca, mother 
pearl, return for Czechoslovak machine tools, textile 
machinery, diesel engines, electric motors, automotive vehi- 
cles, motorcycles, paper, matches, and textiles. The pay- 
ments arrangements called for the setting $1.12 
million swing credit. 

interesting note that under the agreement Czecho- 
slovak rubber purchases are pegged price 10% higher 
than the one prevailing the world market. Although 
the agreement calls for delivery much industrial equip- 
ment Czechoslovakia, does not stipulate that Czecho- 
slovakia supply complete industrial installations. How- 
ever, the Czechoslovak Consul General, interview 
with Indonesian newspaper January 21, 1954, de- 
clared that his country was ready further Indonesia’s 
industrialization sending complete equipment for the 
erection textile mills, ceramics factories, rubber mills, 
etc. also said that Czechoslovakia would train Indo- 
nesian workers operate the factory machinery, and added 
that this proposal was discussed conection with the 
1954 trade negotiations. The offer not dead issue and 
according June 23, 1955 Jakarta report, the govern- 
ment discussed Czechoslovak offer for long-term loan 
for capital goods purchases with visiting Czechoslovak 
trade delegation. 

July 14, 1955, new trade agreement, valid from 
July 15, 1955 July 14, 1956, was signed Jakarta 
Indonesia and Czechoslovakia. The exchange called for 
under this agreement about $16.8 million each way 
nearly 100 percent more than under the 1954-55 agree- 
ment. The list goods traded essentially the same 
before. interesting note, however, that the In- 
donesians made special issue the fact that Czechoslo- 
vakia had agreed purchase “so-called weak products, 
such tapioca, kapok, pepper, etc.” Under the new 
ment, Czechoslovakia will import 18,000 tons rubber 


separate figures listed for East Germany: trade volume 
with this country either included overall (East West) Ger- 
man figure included figures for trade with Communist 
China, East Germany’s apparent middle-man. 
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percent more than under the previous agreement. 
return, Indonesia will import capital goods, “which will get 
first priority.” Indonesian imports textiles will in- 
creased 150 percent, while machinery and replacement part 
imports will increased 100 percent. 

June 1954, private barter agreement was con- 
cluded Jakarta between group Indonesian business 
organizations and representatives the East-German Cham- 
ber Commerce. This agreement calls for interchange 
approximately $2.4 million worth goods each direc- 
tion, with Indonesia pledged export rubber, tea, coffee, 
copra, rattan, tobacco, tin, spices, pepper, cinchona bark, 
quinine, timber, tapioca, feathers, and edible oils. re- 
turn, the East Germans agreed deliver: machinery and 
replacement parts ($1,050,000) polygraphic 
machinery ($203,000), electrical machinery ($135,000), 
business machines, agricultural machinery, etc.; optical 
and precision instruments ($25,000); metal products 
paper chemical and pharmaceu- 
tical products construction materials includ- 
ing cement ($225,000); foodstuffs ($225,000); textiles 
($225,000), etc. Also included the German export list 
are automotive vehicles, radios, and bicycles. difficult 
ascertain how much this agreement has been imple- 
mented, Indonesia maintains diplomatic relations 
with the GDR. 

March 1955, was reported that agreement was 
signed the Indonesian government and DIA (the For- 
cign Trade Ministry the East German government) for 
the construction and basic financing sugar factory 
the GDR. According the report, both Czechoslovakia 
and the German Federal Republic bid for the job, which 
will involve the construction million plant, with 
daily capacity, located Jakarta. The 
East Germans will also assist the expansion several 
the existing sugar factories; under the terms the 
agreement, they are extending credit the Indonesians, 
repayable raw materials over six-year period. June 
24, 1955 Jakarta report revealed that all arrangements had 
been concluded for the import equipment for the mill, 
known Padokan. Shipments are made gradu- 
ally, completed before the end 1956, with the first 
scheduled arrive August. Machinery will installed 
East German engineers and technicians. addi- 
tion the sugar equipment contracted for, the agreement 
provides for the delivery 700 trucks, narrow-gauge rails, 
railway block system, and machinery for the manufacture 
spirits, with 15,000 liter daily capacity. 

June 22, 1954, one-year trade agreement was signed 
with Hungary Budapest. This agreement, automatically 
renewable and valid from July 1954 June 30, 1955, 
provides for total exchange $11.4 million worth 
goods (approximately $5.7 million each direction). Fol- 
lowing are the principal items supplied Indonesia: 
rubber, tin, copra, palm oil, coffee, tea and hides. Imports 
from Hungary include textiles, machinery, electrical equip- 
ment, bicycles, radio parts, rolled metals, tug boats 2,500 
tons, and other commodities. 

The Indonesian-Polish agreement was renewed War- 
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saw July 1954. was valid from May 1954 
April 30, 1955, and provided for Indonesian 
exports million and $4.4 millions respectively. The 
payments portion the agreement called for the setting 
$560,000 swing credit. Indonesia pledged tin, rub- 
ber, copra, tobacco, coffee, tea, cocoa, spices, pepper and 
forestry products, return for Polish textiles 
paper ($560,000), chemical and pharmaceutical products 
machinery ($336,000), automotive 
etc. Poland also agreed supply 
Indonesia with approximately $1.3 million worth coal. 
and timber for transit goods—Indonesian reexports 
processed items containing material imported from 
third country. 

trade agreement between Indonesia and Romania was 
signed Jakarta July 1954. This agreement, valid 
from July 1954 June 30, 1955 and automatically re- 
newable for additional year, provides for exchange 
approximately $4.8 million worth goods each direc- 
tion. Indonesia agreed supply rubber, copra, tea, 
cocoa, spices, quinine, tin, hides, for Romanian ma- 
chinery, including textile machinery, compressors, motors. 
agricultural machinery, tractors, railroad equipment, and 
machine tools; chemicals; paper; glass; cement; textiles, 
etc. Under the terms this agreement, Romania will assist 
Indonesia the drilling oil wells and the construction 
cement plants. May this year was revealed that 
contract had been concluded, within the framework this 
agreement, for the export 100,000 tons cement from 
Romania Indonesia 1955. 

Although there formal trade agreement between 
Indonesia and the USSR, several significant developments 
have taken place the past year. For example, late 
February 1954, the Indonesian government announced 
written statement Parliament that the USSR, formal 
talks the Hague December 1953, had offered pur- 
chase 100,000 tons smallholders’ rubber annually from 
Indonesia. the time this offer had great political signifi- 
cance smallholders’ rubber generally poor quality 
and difficult market. However, nothing further came 
this proposal and year’s end total shipments from 
Indonesia the USSR were negligible. second proposal 
was presented Indonesia the Soviets October 1954. 
was communicated the chief the industrial depart- 
ment Indonesia’s Economic Affairs Ministry during his 
visit the Soviet Union. The gist this proposal was that 
the Russians were willing establish various types fac- 
tories Indonesia, equip them with Soviet machinery and 
experts, and train Indonesian personnel operate them. 
Moreover, the Soviets were reportedly prepared offer 
Indonesia long-term credit, two percent interest, 
assist the country’s industrialization. 

The 1953-54 Indonesian-Chinese trade agreement was 
signed Peiping November 30, 1953; was valid until 
December 31, 1954, and provided for the export 
classes commodities Indonesia and Communist 
China. set amount was stipulated for the exchange. 
was stated, however, that “trade between the two coun- 
tries should based the principle balance between 


imports and exports.” Following were the principal items 
pledged Indonesia: hides, tapioca, sugar, coffee, tea, 
spices, pepper, tobacco, copra, palm kernels and palm oil, 
essential oils, quinine, fibers, rubber, gums and resins, tin, 
bauxite, rattan, timber, salt, rice, cocoa beans, and ground- 
nuts. Included the list products supplied 
Communist China were: machinery, machine tools, indus- 
trial chemicals, paper, textiles, coal, charcoal, sulphur, 
graphite, cigarettes, fish, fruit, medical plants, pharmaceu- 
tical products, seeds, vegetables, glass, tung oil, cotton and 
silk waste, 

September 1954 this agreement was superseded 
more binding one, for the new agreement, valid from 
August 18, 1954 July 31, 1955, provided for the exchange 
definite amounts—$16.8 millions worth goods each 
direction. The agreement was essentially seven-month ex- 
tension the 1953-54 pact, but although the list com- 
modities exchanged remained the same, quantities 
and values various items were stipulated. During the 
period January 1-July 31, 1955, Indonesia pledged ex- 
port 20,000 tons copra coconut oil ($518,- 
000), palm oil ($238,000) and cocoa butter (2,000 tons). 

high-ranking official the Indonesian Foreign Min- 
istry announced Jakarta June 10, 1955 that the agree- 
ment with China was renewed July, and added 
that the exchange would increased $56 million 
each direction. Included the list goods supplied 
China are $14 million worth textiles and yarns. 
addition, Indonesia scheduled purchase capital goods 
and hydroelectric power equipment from China under 
long-term credit arrangement. 


Japan 


Japan’s trade with the Soviet bloc showed spectacular 
rise last year, but the overall turnover with Communist- 
dominated countries still less than 2%: Soviet bloc ex- 
ports jumped from $4.6 million total exports 
1953 $24.1 million 1.5% the total 1954, 
while Soviet bloc imports increased from $37.8 million 
total imports 1953 $48.4 million 2.0% 
the total 1954. appears that Japan’s commercial 
relations with the bloc are about register further 
marked upsurge. 

Among factors contributing the increase Japanese 
exports the bloc are: slight reduction the number 
items the embargo list governing shipments Com- 
munist China and other Soviet orbit countries, some- 
what less rigorous opposition such trade from the United 
States and the cautious but now official desire the 
part the Japanese government expand commercial 
relations with Communist-dominated countries, particu- 
larly continental China. Despite the new trend, however, 
Japan’s political and economic links with the West are 
still far closer than those with the East, and the Japanese 
are bound take into consideration the importance 
exports the United States and Formosa (which 
amounted $278 million and $123 million respectively 
last year compared $24.1 million worth exports 
the bloc) determining future trade policies. 
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Much-Needed Tractors Exported 


“Recommend your customers the new caterpillar tractor KD-35. 


Being medium power, can used for any agricultural work. 


The driven Diesel motor, with forward speeds and one reverse speed. This tractor which resistant 


wear and tear, consumes little fuel and oil, functions the best possible conditions and easy handle and highly efficient. 
request the tractor can supplied with power take-off device, with guide pulley, for driving agricultural machines.” 


“State Enterprise for Foreign Trade,” Bucharest. 


Ad. the 


Rumanian Foreign Trade, No. (16), 1955 


Among the main factors which, present, still limit 
handicap Japan’s trade with the bloc are the following: 
the low quality many the Communist goods, par- 
ticularly coal; the high level prices demanded the 
Communists; the lack diplomatic relations between 
Japan and the Soviet bloc countries; the restrictions 
the COCOM agreement limiting the types goods that 
can shipped Communist countries, particularly regu- 
lations trade with continental China which, many 
cases, are more restrictive than those applying Soviet- 
dominated European countries; the resultant imbalance 
trade: since most the goods Communist China would 
like purchase are the COCOM embargo list, Japan 


has been buying more commodities from China than vice 
versa; Peiping’s insistent demands for pound sterling 
settlements opposition Japan’s desire continue with 
barter agreements; Japanese dissatisfaction with the 
back-to-back letter credit formula used trade with the 
USSR. 

Japan’s trade with East Germany has been conducted 
strict barter basis. May 17, 1954, was announced 
Osaka that Nichimen Jitsugyo, large Japanese trading 
company, had signed contract ship 1,220,000 pounds 
cotton yarn East Germany exchange for 80,000 tons 
potassium chloride. The total exchange amounted 
$1.9 each way. Thus, when May this year, Nichimen 


Jitsugyo asked the government allow East German trade 
representatives into the country line with decision 
the Japanese-Soviet Trade Association reopen commer- 
cial relations with various East European countries, the 
Foreign Office countered pointing out that Japan recog- 
nies the West German government the only legal govern- 
ment for the whole Germany. 

preliminary plan for overall barter agreement be- 
teween Japan and the Soviet Union was drawn May 
1954. This agreement the individual barter 
contracts between the two countries and provides for 
exchange $40 million worth goods each direction. 
Under the terms the agreement, Japan was repair two 
Soviet 10,000 ton freighters and supply number tuna 
fishing vessels, trawlers, tugs,* etc. and, return, receive 
810,000 cu. meters lumber, 420,000 tons fuel oil, 92,000 
tons manganese, 70,000 tons chromium, 605,000 tons 
coal, and minor quantities asbestos, platinum, and 
raw cotton. 

Following are some the principal individual barter 
transactions within this agreement: million agreement 
with the Hitachi Shipbuilding Company for the construc- 
tion nine ships, including five tuna fishing vessels and 
four tugboats; the repair 10,000-ton Soviet freighter 
the Hokodate Dock Company yards (the ship arrived 
June 14, 1955) return for delivery—over two-year 
period—of $1.1 million worth lumber the Shinten 
Jitsugyo company; two coal contracts with Okura Shoji 
and Shinten Jitsugyo for the delivery 165,000 and 
155,000 tons Sakhalin coal respectively (difficulties have 
arisen both with respect price, which was cut from $11 
$9.50 ton, and poor quality, which resulted the can- 
cellation another contract the Japanese Steel Tube 
Company after delivery 18,000 tons); contract for 
the delivery 430,000 tons Soviet oil from the Baku 
oilfields $21 per ton the Toho Bussan firm 
return for ships, diesel engines, and wire rope. 

Besides these commodities, the only other major import 
under agreement platinum. Thus, March 10, 
1955, Tokyo reported that, that date, Japanese im- 
ports coal and platinum amounted some $800,000. 

Before World War II, Japanese trade with China held 
place second only that the United States, account- 
ing 1937 for 24.9% Japan’s total exports (including 
6.8% Manchuria) and 11.6% her imports (including 
6.6% from Manchuria). the 1934-36 period, 85% 
Japan’s wheat flour exports, 95% the refined sugar, 
22% the cotton yarn, 38% the woolen yarn, 32% 
the rayon filament yarn, 12% the cotton fabric and 
75% the iron and steel products exported went China, 
including Manchuria. the same period, according 
the Nippon Times (Tokyo), January 22-23, 1955, the fol- 
lowing percentages Japanese imports came from the 
China mainland: salt, beans, 94% raw cotton, 30% 
coal, iron ore, pig iron, 36%. 


The first ship built Japan for the Soviet Union since 
the War was launched August 11, 1955 the Nagoya Ship- 
building Company. The ship, 165-ton tug costing $165,000, 
scheduled for delivery late September. 


mid-November 1953, Japanese commercial circles 
concluded trade agreement with Communist China 
ing for exchange goods amounting $84 million 
each direction. This agreement, valid from October 30, 
1953 December 31, 1954, provided for Japanese exports 
aluminum ingots, spinning machinery, cranes, radio 
equipment, trucks, bicycles, electrical appliances, copper, 
steel tubing, steel materials, ocean-going ships, refrigerating 
ships, automotive parts, medical supplies, chemicals, cot- 
ton textiles and yarns. return, the Chinese agreed 
deliver manganese, magnesite, asbestos, iron ore, coal, salt, 
phosphate, lime, soya beans, cotton, wool, tung oil, hog 
bristles, oil cake, resin, etc. interesting note that 
this agreement was not fully implemented. the end 
1954, when the agreement expired, Japan’s exports 
China amounted only $20.8 million, while her imports 
for the same period came approximately $46 million. 

The agreement was not fully implemented mainly be- 
cause many the items called for the list proposed 
Japanese exports were articles strategic importance and 
the embargo lists. Some minor relaxation, however, 
had taken place January 1954, when Radio Tokyo an- 
nounced that eight items had been removed from the em- 
bargo list Communist China. Affected were rubber and 
rubberized piece goods such adhesive fabrics, airplane 
cloth, balloon cloth, raincoat fabrics, waterproof cloth, 
and foam rubber goods; technicolor camera prisms; photo- 
copying equipment, including blueprinting equipment; 
drawing and drafting equipment; fire-fighting equipment, 
with the exception fire engines and certain types fire- 
fighting pumps; blow guns and microfilm equipment. 

December 21, 1954, was disclosed that the Japanese 
government had decided import 30,000 tons rice from 
Communist China. The price agreed upon was $150 per 
ton, F.O.B. Chinese port, which was cheaper than Thai 
Burmese rice. 

Negotations for 1955 agreement with Communist China 
got under way March 1955, but many difficulties had 
surmounted before understanding could 
reached. The agreement was finally signed May this 
year, without government guarantee. valid for one 
year and provides for exchange $84 million worth 
goods each way. The Japanese were represented the 
chairman the Japanese International Trade Promotion 
Association (an unofficial business group), while the Deputy 
Foreign Trade Minister Communist China signed for his 
country. Both parties pledged establish permanent trade 
missions each other’s country, but unless restrictions 
the shipments strategic goods continental China are 
substantially relaxed, doubtful whether the agreement 
can fully implemented. Japanese authorities, fact, did 
not expect actual trade reach more than half the stipu- 
lated amounts. 

Goods under the agreement are divided into three clas- 
sification. Under the first category, covering the 
exchange, Japan export copper ingots, aluminum, 
steel plates and tubes, vessels, and power generating equip- 
ment, exchange for Chinese iron and manganese ores, 
pig iron, coal, and soya beans. the second categorv. 
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At the Vienna Autumn Fair 


Hungarian Foreign Trade (Budapest), December 1953. (Radio, electric and cinematographic equipment included display.) 


covering the exchange, Japan deliver ma- 
chinery for the textile industry, machine tools, chemical 
fertilizers, chemicals, automotive parts, and medical sup- 
plies, and China export rice, salt,* antimony, mag- 
nesite, magnesia clinker, tung oil, etc. The third category, 
covering the remaining calls for Japanese exports 
typewriters, cameras, calculating 
paper, and other consumer goods, return for Chinese 
hides, gypsum, talc, bran, resin, and wheat straw. 

The new agreement had hardly gotten underway when 
dispute arose over the method payment. China in- 
sisted the introduction pounds sterling settlement 
formula, while Japan stood pat the retention the 


Japan imported 470,000 tons salt from Communist China 
1954. considerable increase salt import from China 
planned for the current fiscal year beginning April 
cording the Vice-President the Japanese Salt Monopoly Cor- 
poration, reported the Market Report Japan, 
need import salt from distant countries high cost, and the 
future will deal the most economical 
planned for 1955-56 amount 600,000 tons price about 
per ton F.O.B. China. 


According Asahi (Tokyo), November 11, 1954, Japan 
the largest shipper rayon yarn China. During the first six 
months 1954 Japan shipped 2,076,000 pounds, compared 
1,254,000 pounds for Italy who was second. Japanese shipments 
during the first nine months 1954 amounted over 3.8 million 
pounds, more than six times that for the corresponding 1953 
period. The report added that, future, Japan expects ship 
one million pounds monthly the China mainland. 


account settlement system.* Communist China demanded 
immediate payment pounds sterling for delivery soya 
beans, salt, coal, and rice. Japan, the other hand, 
pointed out that the prices demanded China were above 
those prevailing the international market. For example, 
the price quoted the Chinese for soya beans was $120 
per ton, $16 $20 per ton over the international level. 
counter move China’s demand, the Japanese can- 
celled their recently-concluded contract for 50,000 tons 
soya beans and refused permit any orders con- 
cluded under the pounds sterling settlement formula. 

Trade between the two countries was complete 
standstill July this year. The Japanese still found 
the Chinese settlement formula unacceptable, 
Chinese refused deliver goods unless this formula was 
put into effect. result, many goods destined for ship- 
ment China (such textiles, pharmaceuticals. and sur- 
veying instruments) were held up, while the other hand 
Japanese purchases soya beans were being opened 
competitive bidding, and they threatened 
and salt purchases Thailand. 

August Tokyo report indicated that the Chinese 
Communists had agreed accept the “reverse Tomas 


This system, known the “reverse Tomas 
vided for purchase goods Japan China with payment 
effected collateral Chinese purchase Japan, within 
six nine months after completion sale. 


formula” payment for coal and rice (40,000 tons 
rice were contracted for). The Keimei Trading Company 
sent representatives Peiping negotiate for the import 
Kailan coal,on behalf the Yawata, Fuji, and Japan 
Steel Tube companies. Negotiations are currently stalled 
over price. 

All evidence points the fact that the Peiping regime 
not much concerned with methods payment and 
other technicalities with the types goods can 
obtain. The Communist position was defined spokes- 
man for the Chinese Communist trade delegation Japan 
who, reported Radio Tokyo April 19, complained 
that while the Peiping team had “submitted constructive 
proposals, the Japanese side had not assumed construc- 
ive attitude. The Japanese government must guarantee 
execution and give support any trade agreement 
signed private Japanese organizations stable long- 
range trade relations between China and Japan are 
maintained.” Coming the crux the problem, the 
spokesman said that was “unnecessary seek approval 
foreign nations” deciding what goods were ex- 
ported Red China. mid-July this year, after much 
hesitation, the Japanese Foreign Office announced that 
the government would ask COCOM reduce the list 
goods barred for sale Communist China the level 
embargoes applied the USSR and the European Satel- 
lite nations. The request was taken COCOM 
general meeting September, and the Japanese stressed 
that they would ask for prior United States approval. 

should borne mind that although Japanese trade 
with Communist China might show substantial increase, 
all the existing difficulties were ironed out, could never 
possibly attain its prewar importance. This because 
Japanese and Chinese economies are longer entirely 
complimentary. For example, Japanese business circles rec- 
ognize the fact that much the machinery Red China 
wishes purchase, such textile would make 
her independent Japan source supply many 
the consumer goods she now purchasing. Morcover. 
noted that Communist China increasingly competing 
with Japan third markets, particularly southeast Asia. 

Trade negotiations between Japan and North Korea are 
currently the embryonic stage. Feelers for trade with 
Japan were first put out September 1954, when the 
Chairman the Japanese Labor-Farmer party, leftist 
splinter group, stopped off North Korea his way back 
from the Communist-dominated Stockholm Con- 
reported that the North Koreans were anxious 
purchase Japanese goods and equipment, and particu- 
lar, construction material and modern for the 
development water-power resources. April 21, the 
North Korean government announced that was planning 
open the port Chinnampo, North Korean seaport 
south Pyongyang, Japanese ships for the proposed 
trade. case Japanese ships cannot call Chinnampo, 
the use relay ports the two Chinese Communist cities 
Talion (Dairen) and Tientsin being studied. Judging 
from North Korean inquiries received Japanese business 
circles far, North Korea wants buy fishing nets, 


GLASS 
AND CLOTHES 


Corrugated glass scrubbing-boards and clothes wring- 
ers are prominent items among Polish exports 
household appliances. Both are made from best quality 
materials 


perfect in workmanship. 


Corrugated Glass Scrubbing-Board with wooden 


frame 


These clothes wringers are fitted 
»> 
two rolls covered with 


natural rubber. 


From Polish Foreign Trade No. (2), (Warsaw), 1955 


pharmaceutical products, wooden fishing vessels, textile 
spinning machinery, and rayon yarn. return, the North 
Koreans are offering talc, antimony, and fishery products 
such cod-fish roe. 

One the major obstacles the way trade between 
Japan and North Korea the open opposition the South 
Korean government. Diplomatic relations between Japan 
and South Korea, excluding the North Korean trade mat- 
ter, are already quite delicate; the Japanese Foreign Office 
therefore forced the Ministry International Trade and 
Industry reject barter trade contracts with North Korea 
sought three trading firms February this year. The 
ROK government has recently announced will stop trans- 
actions with Japanese firms trading with Communist bloc 
countries and that will stop importing Japanese mer- 
chandise under the “preferential list. 

Despite governmental opposition North Korean trade, 
the Japanese International Trade Promotion Association 
has been pushing negotiations. Originally, the Association 
had decided send delegation North Korea July. 
However, July was announced that the delegation 
would have delayed preparations could not 
completed time. The Association has petitioned the 
Japanese government ease restrictions trade with 
North Korea and increase the present level trade 
with the Soviet Union. 


New Zealand 


New Zealand’s trade with the bloc showed slight in- 
crease last year. Exports the bloc rose from $11.1 million 
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1.7% total exports 1953 $15.6 million 2.3% 
the total 1954. Imports from the bloc increased from 
$1.9 million 0.4% total imports 1953 $2.3 mil- 
lion and again the total 1954. 

The following table traces Soviet bloc purchases New 
Zealand wool (in millions pounds) during the first ten 
months the 1954-55 economic year (July through April) 
and compares them with the corresponding 1953-54 period. 


Soviet Bloc Wool Purchases* 


1953-54 1954-55 
Czechoslovakia ....... 0.4 0.05 


interesting note that USSR purchases New 
Zealand did not increase after the April 1954 cutoff 
Soviet wool buying Australia. Soviet wool requirements 
were therefore not made Oceana and, the con- 
trary, USSR purchases New Zealand decreased from 
their 1953-54 level, though the difference was made 
somewhat greater Polish purchases. 

Besides wool, New Zealand sells the Soviets substantial 
quantities mutton. Last year, the USSR purchased 
million pounds ewe mutton, and additional shipments 
million pounds mutton and 5.5 million pounds 


beef were shipped the Soviets March and June this 
year. 


Pakistan 


Last year Pakistan’s trade with the Soviet bloc showed 
substantial gain: exports the block increased from $19.8 
million total exports 1953 $33.6 million 


New Zealand Wool Commission. 


9.4% the total 1954; imports from the bloc how- 
ever, registered slight decrease—from $4.2 million 
1.2% total imports 1953 $3.0 million 0.9% 
the total 1954. Pakistan’s 1954 exports were still merely 
fraction the record 1952 volume $119.6 million, when 
the bloc (mainly Communist China) purchased more than 
41% the country’s cotton exports. 

Besides cotton, Pakistan’s exports the bloc consist 
primarily jute. Thus, this season, Communist China pur- 
chased 80,000 bales jute from East Bengal. Early 
1954, the USSR offered Pakistan trade agreement the 
same basis that concluded with India. However, far 
known, nothing further came this proposal. 


Patterns and Conclusions 


Despite concerted Communist efforts expand trade 
the Far East, Soviet bloc exports the area 1954 were 
still below the 1953 level, while the overall trade turnover 
was less than 1952. should noted, however, that 
the major factor responsible for the relatively lower trade 
volume was decrease trade with Hong Kong. Because 
certain relaxation strategic controls and easing 
the mainland coastal blockade, the British outpost has 
lost good deal its importance transit point for 
goods destined for Communist China. 

Recently-concluded trade agreements, fully imple- 
mented, will result substantial increase this year 
Far Eastern trade with the bloc. Moreover, Communist 
countries—and the USSR, Czechoslovakia, and East Ger- 
many particular—have been extremely successful sell- 
ing complete industrial installations (in package deals) 
throughout Southeast Asia. can therefore expected 
that the present economic offensive will usher era 
intensified political infiltration and expansion. 


Corrigendum “Soviet Trade Offensive: Balkans and Near the September 1955 issue News From Behind 
the Iron Curtain. 


Para Line 


Column 


Page 


$10 million worth goods 
each direction 


Original Correction 


million worth goods 
each direction 


Five Year Plan 


The Czech satirical journal Dikobraz solemnly announced January 27, 1955. 
that one would celebrate important anniversary—the fifth anniversary 
the delivery his car repair shop from which has not yet returned. After 
countless visits and letters, was notified August 31, 1953 that the car would 
ready for service two months. The paper then goes tell how the auto 
servicemen took pains convince the owner that his car could started rolling 
from the top hill and concludes that better silent about the “price 


repairs and the missing spare parts.” 


Bela Bartok 


the operas the great Hungarian composer Bartok are saturated with decadent 


bourgeois symbolism. not profanation Bartok establish that his operas are 
unsuitable the moral education and the development the artistic taste the Hun- 
garian working population. Nobody can appreciate Hungarian genius better than Hun- 
garian Marxists, but Hungarian Marxists are not prepared make fetish even the 
greatest. Bartok and Kodaly did much reveal Hungarian folk music. Nevertheless Hun- 
garian Marxists will apply criticism 


zabad Nep (Budapest), February 1950, article Geza then Undersecre- 


tary the Ministry People’s Culture. 


MAY 13, 1955, the Communist peace prize was post- 
humously awarded Hungarian composer Bela Bartok 
ior his significant contribution the “cause friendship 
peoples.” Such gesture the part the Soviet- 
dominated World Peace Council not only implied that 
ideals and musical achievements were compatible 
with Communist policy, but also strengthened the impres- 
sion, deliberately created over the past few years, that, 
prior his death 1945, Bartok was preparing end 
his self-imposed exile the US, return Hungary and 
ally himself with the “people’s rule.” 

Over the past thirty years, the Communists have per- 
sistently distorted the face truth flatter their own 
image, and the World Peace Council award represents only 
one many attempts prove that the world’s geniuses 
have been—or would have been, had they not lived be- 
fore the advent Bolshevism—sympathetic their cause. 
claiming that “Bartok ours,” the Communists at- 
tempt bolster their own prestige and power deflect- 
ing popular enthusiasm for national hero enthusiam 
for the Party. They attempt adapt both national heroes 
and culture heroes their political aims. When these peo- 
ple are conveniently dead, the Communists can cut what 
they really stood for the Procrustes bed Marxist- 
Leninist doctrine, and with reckless abandon 
for the real facts political national allegiance, 
artistic theories. The Communists have learned now not 
underestimate the significance national pride the 
weight native heroes country’s traditions. 
occasions when the regimes tried blacken the name 
national hero, such that the liberal statesman 
Thomas Masaryk, they met with little success. Subver- 
sive worship Masaryk the symbol Czechoslovakia’s 
democratic past was only intensified result these en- 
deavors. The Communists have therefore adopted differ- 
ent and more insidious method dealing with history’s 
men whenever circumstances seemed permit. 
the case artists such Bartok, they have described their 
works “progressive spirit” and reconstructed their per- 
sonalities fit the Soviet pattern. 


The portrait Bartok Communist sympathizer has 
been carefully built Hungarian Communists ever 
since his death. 1950, when the Rakosi regime had 
consolidated its rule, Bartok was being called leading rep- 
resentative the new, Bolshevik culture, and man whose 
and outlook constituted 
model for his fellow countrymen. was also being said that 
his hatred Fascism extended not only Nazi Germany 
but also imperialist America, where had sought refuge 
during the war, and that the alleged hardships his life 
exile—poverty and lack appreciation—had caused 
his untimely death. Ferenc Szabo, Secretary General 
the Hungarian Musicians’ Union, gave typical Com- 
munist account Bartok’s musical signifi- 


cance commemoration the fifth anniversary his 
death 1950: 


“Folk music one the mainsprings his art, the 
ever-defiant force which prevented capitalism’s disinte- 
grating, formalistic and anti-artistic aspects from crushing 
Bartok’s immense talent. shall really true Bar- 
tok’s heritage if, all things, identify ourselves with 
our people and join progressive mankind throughout the 
world hating the imperialists and fighting for peace 
and progress with all our strength the peace struggle 
led the Soviet Union. will truly continue 
Bartok’s heritage if, the basis experiences and ac- 
complishments Soviet culture, build our new, 
socialist culture. All this can realize through the in- 
itiative, leadership and direction the Party Hun- 
garian workers.” 

Magyar Nemzet (Budapest), September 26, 1950 


identifying Bartok’s use folk themes with their own 
theories folk culture, the Communists have performed 
intellectual sleight-of-hand which now has become 
integral part their propaganda technique. Such spe- 
cious claims are aimed proving that Bartok was opposed 
Western art decadent and divorced from the people, 
and that espoused the cause Soviet art, whose al- 
legedly popular roots further peace, understanding and 
human progress. the 1950 Bartok memorial session 
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the Musicians’ Federation, composer Andras Mihaly 
Nemzet, December 1950) took the cudgels 
for Soviet art, implying that Bartok’s music, like Soviet 
music, expressed the people’s struggle build new, 
cialist” society: “Bartok’s example demands contempor- 
ary composers that they react sensitively the events 
our time, and especially questions affecting our home- 
land. act Bartok’s spirit following the example 
the most advanced culture the world, Soviet culture. 
Following Bartok’s example, our composers must create 
work based folk music. Let them make courageous use 
Bartok’s musical achievements their work.” 

Bartok’s name has been used not only advance the 
“Socialist” music but also publicize the “al- 
truism” the Communist State. portraying him 
victim American business and asserting their own 
“pure” interest art, the Communists have indirectly 
asserted their right the inheritors and caretakers 
his work. Thus, the delegate the Hungarian Musicians’ 
Union declared audience gathered Bucharest 
commemorate the anniversary Bartok’s death (Magyar 
Nemzet, September 26, 1950): “Only now, the people’s 
democracy, can realize Bartok’s finest dream. We, 
composers, enjoy the support the state the fullest 
degree and, the same time, note the great interest 
our work the part workers. Bartok could not re- 
ceive this social assistance. America saw business possibili- 
ties Bartok, who interested them only long they 
could exploit him financially and propagandistically. With 
us, the Bartok question cultural question, question 
the development our folk culture.” 

Two years later, September 26, 1952, Magyar Nem- 
zet (Budapest) proclaimed even more outspoken terms 
the Communists’ moral right become the executors 
Bartok’s “musical legacy.” out cultural 
policy, the newspaper described Bartok’s grave” 


“Seven years ago today, Bela Bartok died. North 
New York, near the town Hartsdale, lies Ferncliff 
Cemetery they buried one the great- 
est geniuses the history modern music. ASCAP, 
the American Composers’ Federation, which generously 
assumed the expenses burial, chose this cemetery. The 
moundless grave marked small ‘memorial’ the 
form eight twelve centimeter stone slab. Upon 
name, not even single line writing, just the 
number 470. ASCAP, which made hundreds thou- 
sands dollars Bela Bartok, the concert artist 
and his works before and after his death, didn’t have 
the money for twenty thirty dollar grave marker. 

“This the shocking picture pieced together from 
reliable letters. Bartok’s health was undermined 
malignant disease. With temperature 102 degrees 
this giant the history modern music stood amid 
America’s stony wastes the cold, fall rain. hadn’t 


even enough money bring doctor taxi his sick 
would have given piano lessons 
been anyone take them. And just was preparing 
return his native land—how heartrendingly the string 
passages the orchestral wail—how 
yearn for the distant, beloved homeland—Bartok died. 
Only few, good friends accompanied his 


wife. 


“Could discover any graver accusation against the 
‘cultural policy’ the representatives American im- 
perialism? Hardly. Bartok sensed the future: 
our present. Thus our present and future, were, 
become fulfilled day after day, maturing all those dreams 
which Bela Bartok—along with his great friend and fel- 
low warrior, Zoltan Kodaly—dreamed, and for which 
Bartok battled during lifetime studded with prodigious 
works. 

“All Hungarians are subscribing the 
Even involuntarily, sigh breaks from us, the sigh that 
always comes whenever think him. Oh, only 
were here with us, and could see the fulfillment 
his struggles and dreams.” 


This propaganda has continued the present. 
the occasion the World Peace Council prize, 
Ronai, writing Magyar Nemzet (Budapest), May 13, 
1955, declared: “Bartok remained loyal this ideal [peace] 
until his death—loyal man, scholar, com- 
poser. emphatically rejected every attempt shackle 
this great ideal. That why hated Fascism and all 
forms inhumanity. That why, the end his life, 
also came hate the land his exile, the United 
States.” 


Bartok and Folk Music 


The Communist version Bartok one their own 
calculated and conscious distortion his character 
and musical interests. Although his works have been 
proclaimed “Socialist” content, is, fact, unlikely 
that they would meet with Party approval were they scru- 
tinized with the same bureaucratic eye cast living 
composers. significant, for instance, that the 1950 
Soviet Encyclopedia praises Bartok chiefly folk-song 
collector, but refrains from giving him wholehearted ap- 
proval: “Bartok’s research activities were limited, 
however, predominantly analysis. 
Bartok often permitted impressionism and construc- 
tivism creep into his works.” Similarly, the 1953 Soviet 
Encyclopedic Dictionary accuses him “displaying the 
influence modernism some his works,” and, 
general, his reputation the USSR has risen fallen 
according the cultural policy prevailing the moment. 
Thus 1936, when Shostakovich came under attack and 
all contemporary composers were removed from Soviet 
concert programs, Bartok was also proscribed. 

Furthermore, while the Communists have hailed Bartok 
collector folk music, their concept such music, 
both style and “content,” way equivalent 
Bartok’s endeavors that field. According Party 
theoreticians, folk music music the masses, portraying 
the “typical conflicts the day” style that neither 
nor but “simple.” 
the Hungarian musician Paul Kadosa declared the April 
13, 1951 issue Magyar Nemzet: 


“The great majority Hungarian composers have 
noticeably simplified their styles the three years that 
have elapsed since the Communist Party resolution was 
passed. Many had put hard fight against 
ourselves, our own past. But are still the beginning 


. 


Photograph taken Bartok’s grave the when was decorated with bronze plaque. 


things. Although new note seems quite natural 

us, has perhaps not yet become second nature. 

keep strengthening our ties with the working people 
this frail shoot—modern Hungarian Socialist music 

—will grow and develop power.” 


The political content demanded music 
equally alien Bartok’s genius. elucidated 
Zenei Szemle (Budapest), February 1955, the type 
musical compositions pronounced acceptable the recent 
Communist Leipzig Congress German composers and 
musicologists 


which treats program, theme illustra- 
tion opposed the decaying imperialist social order and 
ideology and determinedly battles for the construc- 
tion the new social order and new and finer 
The sort work which molds into musical form the 
thoughts and feelings and actions the positive heroes 


our age. Which assumes partisan and embattled 
position musical creation—as contrasted more 
abstruse manner characterized indecision and lack 
all responsibility. Which depicts the typical conflicts 
our age, rather than lines development removed 
from the mainstream events, ones unimportant and 
uncharacteristic from the standpoint the life our 
people.” 


his capacity man artist, Bartok would have 
been incapable uttering such nonsense, much less at- 
tempting adhere it. While conceived his work 
furthering human understanding the broadest sense, 
never equated music with politics bound himself 
schematic slogans. Thus, answer the charge that his 
work seemed more Romanian than Hungarian charac- 
ter, wrote Octavian Beu, the Bucharest musicologist, 
January 10, 1931: “My foremost ideal—ever since 


found myself composer—is the brotherhood peoples, 
despite all wars and strife. This ideal sought serve 
Hungarian] not withdraw from any sort influ- 
ence, whether derive from Slovak, Romanian, Arab, 
any other source. All that matters that these sources 
fresh and vibrant.” 

Bartok’s interest folk music was founded partly 
his desire revitalize modern music, with ancient, primal 
themes. began his studies early his career, 
response the intellectual currents the time. Born 
1881, Bartok reached manhood the turn the cen- 
tury, when the industrial revolution had made itself felt 
throughout Europe, and when the gradual breakdown 
the feudal structure society had ushered period 
political, social and artistic ferment. 

Hungary, the era was marked the first worker and 
peasant strikes, and the beginnings the first real agrarian 
movement. Social unrest was accompanied growing 
national consciousness, and discontent with Hapsburg rule 
was widespread the middle and upper classes. The con- 
cept Hungary separate national and historical entity 
was discussed intellectual circles, and many young ar- 
tists seeking new modes expression derived their in- 
spiration from closer contact with their own people and 
with ideas circulating the West. The most prominent 
artistic personality this dual movement towards the peo- 
ple and the progressive West was the poet Endre Ady, 
whose volume New Poems, published 1905, created 
literary sensation. Another prominent figure was Zsigmond 
Moricz, the advocate non-romantic portrayals the 
peasant literature. The new trend art was expressed 
the periodical Nyugat (The West), launched 1908, 
with which Bartok was closely associated. was this 
period—when was studying the Budapest Academy 
Music—that first began take interest folk 
songs, out desire create something specifically Hun- 
garian music. his autobiography, published the 
periodical Magyar 1921, relates: 


“At that time there arose Hungary national cur- 
rent which also spread the arts. The idea that some- 
thing intrinsically Hungarian should created music, 
too, caught attention, directing towards the study 
folk music, rather what was then regarded Hun- 
garian folk music. intensive study Liszt 
especially his less popular creations led the essence 
the thing and finally revealed this artist’s true 
significance. addition, came realize that the 
Hungarian tunes mistakenly regarded folk tunes were, 
reality, mostly trivial popular melodies 
terest. Thus, 1905, began investigating Hungarian 
peasant music, which until then had been practically un- 

“When, Kodaly’s suggestion, and also this period, 
began study Debussy’s compositions, noticed 
with astonishment that his melodies too, certain penta- 
tonic turns corresponding those our folk music, 
played great role. These quite certainly must ascribed 
some form East European folk music, probably the 
Russian. Igor Stravinsky’s work, perceive similar 
tendencies. would seem that our era affected 


this current even regions geographically most distant 
from each other. see formal music freshened the 
elements peasant music, which the creations recent 
centuries have left untouched.” 


Bartok continued his research until the end his life, 
tracing the ancient music Hungarians, Romanians, 
Slovaks, Ruthenians, Bulgarians, Turks, Arabs and Yugo- 
slavs, discovering hitherto untapped sources folk art. 
His interest was not popular tunes, but authentic folk 
music, which regarded not end itself but 
the basis which construct his musical compositions. 
monograph entitled “The Influence Music 
Modern Music,” published Budapest 1948, Bartok 
maintained that the creative composer who uses elements 
folk music does not merely incorporate them into his 
work, but makes them the foundation for “perfect recrea- 
tion,” the same way that Bach used the old German 
chorales and Mozart contemporary dance music. Bartok 
also pointed out that “the composition round folk tune 
said, must work inspiration, just much any 
other composition. Folk music will become source 
inspiration for country’s music only the transplanta- 
tion the motifs the work great creative talent. 
the hands incompetent composers, neither folk music 
nor any other musical material will ever attain significance. 
base his music folk music any other music. The 
result will every case 


Bartok America 


Just the Communists have tried create the impres- 
sion that Bartok approved their theory about folk music 
“expressing the people’s social consciousness,” they have 
deliberately created false picture Bartok’s years 
America the attempt prove that would have sym- 
pathized with the present Hungarian regime. The last years 
Bartok’s life were certainly difficult—he was ill and 
stranger foreign land—but was neither unappreci- 
ated nor left starve, the Communists assert, and re- 
ceived both financial assistance and professional encourage- 
ment until died. During his stay America, Bartok wrote 
what are considered many his major works—the 
Concerto for Orchestra, commissioned Koussevitsky for 
$3,000 1943, the Solo Violin Sonata, commissioned 
Yehudi Menuhin for $1,000, the Third Piano Concerto. 
and the Viola Concerto, commissioned William Prim- 
rose for and completed Tibor Serly 1945. 
Before died, Bartok applied for American citizenship. 
and gave indication that felt exploited the “bar- 
barian Wall Street imperialists.” 

When arrived the for the second time Octo- 
ber 24, 1940,* Bartok was, sense, testing his capacities 
for life exile, taking what described Swiss ad- 
mirer “leap from the Intolerable into the Uncertain.” 
The Nazification his country depressed him consider- 


Bartok toured the United States 1927-28 connection with 
the American Coolidge Prize, which was awarded for his Third 
and Fourth String Quartets. 
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ably, and for several years past had been thinking about 
emigration. Such step, however, was exceedingly pain- 
ful him: was longer young, and the thought 
uprooting himself and beginning his life over again 
totally different world was hard for him entertain. 
1938, debated the pros and cons emigration two 
letters his friend, Mrs. Muller Widman. The first, dated 
April 13, 1938, indicative his gloomy frame mind: 


“Yes, those were dreadful times for us, too—those days 
when Austria was suddenly attacked. should like add 
just one more thing, which most terrifying this 
moment. For there immediate danger that Hungary 
will also surrender the looting, murderous government. 
It’s only question when and how. How can live 
such country, amounts the same thing— 
keep working, impossible conceive. Actually, would 
duty emigrate while can. But even under the 
most favorable conditions, earning bread some for- 
eign country would involve enormous difficulties and 
spiritual torture for me. (Now, fifty-eighth year 
take work that brings blessing—giving lessons, for 
example—to begin somewhere all over again, have noth- 
ing fall back on.) The thought bleak, can’t 
entertain it.” 


And again, October 1938, wrote: 


“What more important, scarcely can imagine any 
collaboration between the infamous Axis and the Western 
countries. One bound think that would best 
get the painful operation over with now. Did you read 
Chamberlain’s important speech carefully (after Godes- 
berg, Gottesberg, Teufelsberg?). After this, the 
influence that government lies will spread even fur- 
ther and will held even greater respect. One ought 
leave for somewhere, but where? possible, live 
even more retired life than hitherto; have desire 
meet with people, one suspects everyone who lives 
Nazi. work ten hours almost every day.” 


Bartok decided that could longer work 
live the face the intolerable and came America 
connection with the publication his folk music 
studies. Shortly after his the spectre having 
earn his bread giving piano and composition lessons 
vanished. Columbia University commissioned him col- 
late their Yugoslav collection folk materials yearly 
stipend $3,000. was very much pleased with the 
project and wrote his son, Bela, June 20, 1941: 


“The aim the invitation, addition assisting me, 

the accomplishment specific research involving study 
and notation their incomparable Yugoslav folk mate- 
rials. Actually, that why came here: such material 
can found nowhere else the world and (along with 
the Bulgarian material) was just what sorely missed 
over Europe.” 

Bartok also received various other offers: the Julliard 
and Curtis Institutes invited him teach—which undoubt- 
edly would have brought him much higher income than 
the one received from Columbia—but refused, since 
his real interests lay elsewhere. Aside from his Columbia 
commission, received money from royalties records and 
publications, and, that time, was means des- 


Bartok 1928. New York. 


perate financial straits. was also invited North- 
University head their department folk 
music. Although this invitation interested him greatly, 
mainly because provided him with opportunity 
study the music American Indians, poor health and the 
desire complete his work Columbia led him de- 
cline. remained the East and, 1943, began 
serics lectures musicology Harvard. Soon after 
began, however, fell dangerously ill, and from that 
time was forced cut out all such activities. His funds, 
until that time sufficient, were now inadequate cover 
his extensive medical needs, but Harvard volunteered 
pay his bills. letter friend and former student, 
Wilhemina Creel, dated June 1943, Bartok explained 
his position: 
“In January and especially February, condition took 
visible turn for the worse, which led complete col- 
lapse. Harvard, they were very worried (in Feb- 
ruary, had already given three lectures there, which quite 
prostrated me) and they induced undergo another 
medical examination their expense. was what 
they found. Then came the ASCAP (American Society 
Composers, Authors and Publishers), which some way 
learned about situation and decided cure its 
own expense, though not ASCAP 
Now shall for three months Saranac Lake 
ASCAP’s expense. Then all our money will gone; 
have idea what will after that.” 
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Dr. Rappaport, one the physicians who tended Bartok 
that time, relates that ASCAP literally pursued Bar- 
tok “like some lovestruck despite the fact that 
was organization composed mainly practitioners 
light music, most whom probably had little acquaint- 
ance with Bartok’s work. According the above source, 
both Mr. Ahlert and Miss Rosenberg, who headed ASCAP’s 
welfare division, took over the complete physical care 
Bartok. and ASCAP spent many thousands dollars 
their eagerness assure him decent life and proper medi- 
cal treatment. Bartok, course, was understandably sensi- 
tive about his position. had great deal pride and was 
notoriously meticulous about money matters. His helpless- 
ness depressed him considerably, and his need depend 
charity weighed heavily his mind. the autumn 
1943, decided that ASCAP was encountering enormous 
difficulties his behalf. October wrote Dr. 
Rappaport: 

have received the letter written Ernest your 
request. From this see that the ASCAP matter involves 
extreme difficulties, making this painful 
more painful for me. Consequently, must emphatically 
and decidedly relinquish all ASCAP aid, and ask you 
kindly suspend all steps this direction. assured 
that shall always regard your efforts and aid 
thus far with the deepest gratitude. For all this, please 
accept most sincere thanks.” 


ASCAP assured Bartok that the difficulties existed only 
his imagination, and persuaded him continue receiv- 
ing their help. the end the year, his condition im- 
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proved slightly, and December 17, 1943, wrote 
Miss Creel follows: 


have great deal news for you, most good. 
careful for the next few months. spend the winter 
fstill under ASCAP somewhere the south, 
living quietly; not work myself death.” 


And month and half later, January 30, 1944, 
wrote the violinist Joseph Szigeti: “At present, feel 
quite healthy. There fever, strength has returned, 
able take nice walks the wooded hills—ves, 
climb hilis (naturally only with befitting Last 
fall, worked day and night commis- 

Although Bartok felt stronger, complete recovery was 
out the question. Further medical examination showed 
that was suffering from leukemia, and amount 
money care specialists could have saved his life. 
Without knowing the exact nature his illness, Bartok was 
aware that did not have long live. wrote from 
Saranac Lake Paul and Elizabeth Kecskemeti August 
22, 1944: should rejoice the good news [the Allied 
victories France] had not the pervasive feeling that 
all comes too late. Perhaps too late for me, but how 
much more for those destroyed the meantime.” 

Despite his illness, Bartok was reluctant enter hos- 
pital and continued working the time his death. 
general pjcture his life America and his last days 
has been provided close friend, who corroborates some 
the information already mentioned. 


“When they [the came the States, they lived 
large, four-room apartment, but fairly noisy dis- 
trict [which disturbed him]. Back home Budapest, Bar- 
tok had never lived the center the city, but the 
tranquil Buda section the suburbs Pest. After 
1941, they moved Riverdale, renting six-room house. 
There was quiet; could see trees and flowers and 
good bit the sky; this satisfied him completely. 
put end this tranquil existence. While lecturing 
Harvard University, fell ill. The University, assuming 
all expenses, had him examined one the most famous 
tuberculosis specialists, Dr. Oppenheimer, who placed him 
Mt. Sinai, where soon recovered. But few months 
later, the spring 1943, took sudden turn for the 
worse. That was when ASCAP stepped into the picture. 
These few months, between his first and second illness, 
time when his income was its lowest and before ASCAP 
came his aid, were the most difficult Bartok’s 
life. was the one time lost hope. From that 
time [1943] ASCAP provided for him with unfailing 
generosity—and must remembered how difficult 
was give Bartok anything. That winter, ASCAP sent 
him Asheville, North Carolina, and the summer 
Saranac Lake. When needed hospital treatment, they 
secured private room for him Doctor’s Hospital. 
All this, course, didn’t help, for had leukemia. 
himself did not know this, believing recurrence 
serious case contracted his youth. 

“On his return from Saranac Lake leased small 
apartment for his wife 57th Street while him- 
self took room modest hotel, the Woodrow, few 
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Bartok August 1945, just before his death. 


blocks away. ASCAP paid the rent for both estab- 
lishments, and despite all the pleas the part ASCAP’s 
directors, Bartok wouldn’t move into more expensive 
place. 

“In the fall 1944, moved into his last New York 
home—the same house where his wife had her apart- 
ment. They rented two-room furnished apartment. 
That winter, worked great deal, especially folk 
song materials, which were important him his own 
compositions. March, contracted pneumonia. 
ASCAP sent nurse. Aided penicillin injections three 
hour intervals, [soon] recovered. the spring 
1945, worked the Primrose Viola Concerto, and 
secretly the Third Piano Concerto, meant legacy 
for his wife. Early the summer, returned Saranac 
Lake. His condition again improved and intended 
take care his own expenses. rented small cottage 
there. ... 

“Late August, had return suddenly. His condi- 
tion deteriorated swiftly. His wife was ill, 
September 21, had taken the nearest hos- 
pital. ASCAP took care everything. Before the 
ambulance came, asked for sheet paper, jotted down 
the the score and wrote, avoid 
possible misunderstanding, “The End.’ 

“From September on, they fed him [intravenously]. 


The last day, they kept him alive oxygen tent. 
the 23rd, when they inserted needle into his vein 
cried, startled: are you doing Mon- 
day, the 24th, said doctor friend: “The trouble 
must take much with when go.’ Those were 
his last words. 

“ASCAP arranged for his was buried 
Ferncliff Cemetery Hartsdale, New York—a so-called 
exclusive cemetery with ancient trees. Above the graves 
are bronze markers. Such marker was put over his grave 
1950, and the sole memorial permitted ceme- 
tery rules.” 


Under ASCAP direction, Bartok was buried three 
coffins, conform regulations the event that his re- 
mains would shipped back Hungary some future 
date. The Bartok estate took such steps, however, and 
1949, the Musical Courier reported that his grave was 
adorned only with stone slab. Shortly after this, music 
publisher Milton Feist took upon himself start col- 
lection—although had never known Bartok 
The cemetery rules permitted only simple bronze plaque 
placed the graves; the uniform price was $125. 
view the large number people who wanted con- 
tribute, was arranged that each person could donate only 
one dollar. 

half-year after Bartok’s death, his estate joined 
ASCAP, which today handles his rights. His friends say 
that would have joined during his lifetime had not 
been member the British Society, which had generously 
taken him after the dissolution the Austrian society 
result the Anchlus. 


Bartok and Politics 


Bartok’s hatred the Nazis was based his hatred 
violence, tyranny and injustice—to which reacted 
strongly any shape form. Despite the fact that 
was retiring disposition and deeply immersed his 
work, was peculiarly sensitive the prevailing politi- 
cal atmosphere and had what his friends call “anti- 
ruling-class spirit” which made him side with the oppressed 
all over the world. Thus, 1900, wrote his mother: 
you say the fate the poor Boers have 
they perhaps not awakened your interest yet?” His artistic 
and personal integrity forbade any compromise for the 
sake political expediency, and upheld his ideals re- 
gardless personal cost. 1919, when was made 
head the Musical Directorate the short-lived Com- 
munist government Hungary, ran into difficulties 
with the “ruling powers,” and June wrote his 
mother follows: “Dohnanyi, Zoltan [Kodaly] and 
make musical directorate counselors the politi- 
cal musical representatives. three naturally func- 
tion not political but professional musicians. These 
activities are accompanied much friction both with the 
Musicians’ Union and the higher ups, that are al- 
ready the point resigning.” 

Years later, the Nazi era, took the same uncom- 
promising stand. Although had nothing fear per- 
sonally, severed all contacts with his publishers, forbade 
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the German radio broadcast any his works, and refused 
join the German Society Composers. His attitude 
towards the Nazis described October 1938 letter 
Mrs. Muller Widman: 


“As situation, right now pretty bad, because 
not only has publishing house become Nazi firm (its 
owners and directors were simply thrown out) but the 
AKM authors, composers and 
which (and Kodaly too) belonged, has like- 
wise been Just the day before yesterday, got 
the notorious questionnaire with its queries about grand- 
parents and what not. ‘Are you German blood, 
related race, non-Aryan?’ Naturally, neither Kodaly 
nor will fill out this questionnaire. consider such 
probing infringement rights and breach law.” 


When came question ethical compromise, 
was severe with his colleagues with himself. Thus 
judged Shostakovich harshly for submitting the State- 
imposed line the expense his art, and numerous 
occasions voiced his disapproval “collectivized composi- 
tion.” One his friends relates the following character- 
istic Bartok response: 


“In 1944, Bartok showed American magazine 
article [Soviet] composers’ farms. Bartok was quite 
ized composition, the impossibility doing creative work 
the atmosphere cultural kolkhoz. was quite in- 
comprehensible, said, how under such circumstances, 
Prokofieff could have returned from Paris the Soviet 
Union. This composers’ farm, said, explains the in- 


Photostat letter page which Bartok accuses the Soviets 
robberies and vandalism. 


feriority Shostakovich’s musical output after the Bolshevi- 
zation musical life. other respects, esteemed Sho- 
stakovich composer, but rejected ‘watery and 
the works composed after was branded 
formalist Stalin and his acolytes. 

“This explains how he, who appraising the quali- 
ties other composers was always considerate that 
practically put his own name brackets, could take sharp 
issue with Shostakovich through the language music. 
... For there movement the Concerto for Orchestra 

the Intermezzo Interrotto—which contains 
takable parody Shostakovich. The music suddenly breaks 
off voice the utterly banal accents alley tune which 
keeps repeating itself trivially without the slightest varia- 
Seventh Symphony Leningrad where the 
same theme repeated unimaginatively some twenty 
times without change. For Bartok, reflected the mechan- 
ized conformity life musical farm and the con- 


Another friend Bartok’s, noted physician, confirms 
this story, and provides insight into Bartok’s general attitude 


towards the Soviets: 


“He was quite provoked news reports describing 
the composers’ farm where Shostakovich, 
Khachaturian and others composed together. spoke 
with scathing irony State-certified music, so-called 
first-class composers whom symphonies are permitted, 
and third-class composers restricted chamber music. 
regarded the Bolsheviks criminals because 
cuted men. long they themselves were being perse- 
asked him whether didn’t want home, replied 
with gentle shrug: “Under such circumstances. 

“In roundabout ways, sent letters Hungary inquir- 
ing about those back home. The very care took keep 
his letters from causing trouble anyone indicated his dis- 
trust the true wielders power. The answers received 
confirmed his suspicions. attributed robberies, ar- 
rests and other excesses the Communists even before 
his Concerto for Orchestra Boston, and the Inter- 
mezzo Interrotto part ridiculing Shostakovich, began 
shaking his hips like streetwalker, accentuating the cheap 
vulgarity the motif.” 


Dr. Rappaport has described Bartok’s gloomy view 
the international 


“Naturally, would have liked return home. Even 
for someone quite ignorant Hungary, was enough 
exchange word with Bartok grasp this. But when- 
ever anything was said returning, put off into the 
hazy future: ‘Yes, when. Usually, didn’t even 
finish the sentence, and when did would be, ‘when 

“He often spoke Bolshevism and with less scorn 
than Hitlerism—the work some political gang. 
More than once, said emphatically, ‘We cannot use their 
methods.’ one occasion, voiced the question which 
doubtless plagued him: ‘What the solution?’ decided 
that there was none and that, put it, ‘Civilization will 
weapons. Can the Blacks made exterminate the Reds 
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from “The Wooden Prince.” 


and was always speculating about the 
future civilization and the most pessimistic way. 
can escape these two extremes?’ was the question 


Other friends Bartok have painted similar picture. 
One them writes: “There were two things hated— 


tyranny and untruth. And since discovered both 
Bolshevism, this naturally produced great rift between 
him and Communism. But was always concrete his 
judgments. had use for expressions like ‘Satanic 
etc. always considered these questions 
with utter objectivity—he wanted know how this 
that was Russia.” noted music professor and pianist 
who knew Bartok intimately claims that was “especially 
indignant about the Russian attack Finland. be- 
came implacably anti-Bolshevik after Stalin’s Pact with 
Hitler, and since drew immediate moral conclusions 
from every act was unequivocal this respect.” Miss 
Parish, former student Bartok’s, adds this testi- 
mony stating that “When the Second World War ended 
and the Russians took over Bartok’s homeland, said: 
‘One bad situation scarcely over, and are an- 

Bartok’s suspicions about the Soviets and the so-called 
Russian liberation his country were conveyed letter 


Hungary (Budapest), January-February 1955 


the Kecskemetis July 21, 1945. The letter, which 
describes the destruction his highly-prized collection 
folk music, was published the Hungarian edition his 
letters, put out John Demeny 1951: the lines bold 
face, however, were omitted from the Communist text: 

“Dear Pali and 

received your card. Perhaps our dear Sugar didn’t 
give you the latest news from Budapest (June 
briefly: 

“Mrs. Kodaly (and Kodaly) are well. They have lost 
everything but still live Andrassy Ut. (This don’t 
understand. 

“My son Bela and his wife are well, lost everything. 
They live different address Pest with brother- 
in-law (along with younger sister’s 

“The the Ethnographic were de- 
stroyed April ‘bandits, (Obviously 
which incidentally closely resembled the Rus- 
sian military uniform. Now least you know, Pali, 
how bandits dress.) 


so here 


“Both copies the thousand song drafts are securely 
hidden. (From whom did these have hidden late 
June 25?) 

“My own belongings—according son Bela—are 
almost completely intact. (This real miracle). The 
would all right but for months they 
have not heard from their son (!) 


Bartok’s own translation the Cantata Profana, 1943. 


would also like remind you that April the Buda- 
pest papers spoke only the damage, but never robbers; 
you may ponder over the identity the robbers. 


The Communists claim that Bartok was the point 
returning Hungary when died. recently 
January 1955, the English-language edition the maga- 
zine Hungary (Budapest) declared: “In 1940, fled be- 
fore the onslaught Fascism and went America, but 
never considered this emigration final. was 
tormented homesickness, and his last letter 
wrote: would like home, but for His death 
1945, prevented him [sic] carrying out this desire.” 


Bartok admitted that wanted return Hungary, 
but never made any plans so, and considered such 
step something which, happened all, would 
take place the distant future. The letter, quoted above 
Hungary, was written July 1945, Eugene Zador, 
and the passage referred reads full: “As things look 
me, for the time being the very thought returning 
out the question. Even were feasible, would seem 
advisable await developments. 
years will take till the country recovers some degree 
least. Yet, too, would like home, and for good.” 


letter written the Kecskemetis several days later, 
July Bartok revealed that, despite his illness, had 
made trip Canada facilitate his acquiring citi- 
zenship papers: 


too, would have taken new lease life, but 
for the time being this was impossible. July 
grabbed wanderer’s staff order emigrate and 
then immigrate again. One event took place July 
dawn, and the other the very same day, late the 
evening. From seven the morning until 6:30 the 
evening, idled, stood around, sat down for 
grumbled and worried that Consulate (excepting lunch 
time). almost seemed that would not get the precious 
documents that day (they scribbled lot nonsense 
whole quire paper—this during the paper shortage). 
And that would have waiting until July na- 
tional holiday). What more, July the Consulate 
Canada closed (Canadian holiday). lucky 
didn’t start out day earlier. The surprises that spring 
one! But who would think Canadian holidays 
connection with United States Consulate. 

“In any case, was more pleasant the migrating 
from here than from New York. 

hear that the heat terrible N.Y. Poor you! 
you can still hold pen that heat, please write. Also 
let know where vou your vacation. 

“Please remind Pali not forget pay rent during 
the first days August. wonder whether now, early 
July, has paid Mr. Johnson, whomever the payment 
must go to. 

“In Montreal—a pretty town—I ate meat all the time. 
Here the sugar ration all once. I’ve 
brought French newspaper with me. also learned that 
there are three million French people living that spot. 


Many kinds regards, 


Bela and Ditta.” 


God knows how many 


letter left-hand column showing 
desire become American citizen. 


The Truth 

The extensive quotes from Bartok’s private correspond- 
ence, the reports from his most intimate friends (many 
whom are now exile this country), the verifiable evi- 
dence the composer’s material well-being while the 
United States, the warmth with which was received here, 
the unique appreciation shown for his genius over nearly half 
century leading musical centers America, all these 
belie the carefully-contrived Communist version. not 
true that Bartok died lonely pauper’s death city that 
had spurned him and his works; not true that Bartok 
hated the United States that his version better 
world coincided with that the present tyranny his na- 
tive land; and equally false assume that the com- 
poser could have either lived created country ruled 
regime which denies the human being his dignity 
the artist his freedom. 


objective account Bartok’s life, including his last political visionary whose world-to-be-made the society 
vears the States, would not complete without refer- have now established the “People’s Democracies.” 
ence what his friends describe his restlessness, feel- Bartok, other words, became instrument regime 

ing being ill ease which often bordered unhap- policy the cold war, the victim ruthless Wall Street, 
piness. The important point, however, that this malaise, casualty American Imperialism, genius killed need- 

related the horrors the world lived in, society doomed die. 
not, the Communists would have it, primarily political many other instances, the strength Soviet propa- 
origin. The fact that Bartok was genius who could ganda efforts distorting the truth proportionate the 
not feel ease this world, matter where lived: enormity the lies they propagate. Bartok’s case, the 
creative artist had also been homeless his home campaign has been fiercely sustained for many with 
Budapest. more and more lies accumulating the lot the 
Soviet sphere progressively deteriorated. With how- 
The Communists have reduced this age-old tragedy ever, more and more people become familiar with Bar- 
truly great the meaningless oversimplification works (and feel “at home” the world his musical 
propaganda line. They have exploited his deep-rooted vision) the disparity between the meaning his art and the 
earnings for justice and his genuine sympathy for the op- shallow interpretation regime propagandists will become 
equating them with their own aims; and they ever clearer. the meantime, important for 

distorted his loneliness artist into the loneliness keep the record straight. 


True Type 


lengthy and highly complicated “ordinance norms” for typists Poland 
example the proliferating red tape characteristic Communist 
bureaucracy. According Monitor Polski, November 1953: 


“The control the work typists employed typing pools has shown that from 
the 1950 introduction the Temporary Regulations Concerning Awards for Typists 
until November 1953, the typists’ output has increased and that was justifiable 
base the typists’ remuneration their output. was also shown, however, that 
many the typists’ earnings did not result from their efficiency but from: 


incorrect way counting the lines, when fraction line was counted 
whole line, 

incorrect way classifying manuscripts illegible difficult, 

Automatically classifying most tables difficult, 

Granting percent bonus typists who were expected correct their type- 
scripts, but failed so. 

connection with the mentioned deficiencies, the following regulations are in- 


accordance with paragraph the Regulations Concerning Awards for 
Typists, page lines and strokes per line (i.e., 1800 strokes one page) 


was fixed basic calculating unit. letters with lines more (or less) than 

strokes, these must counted over again; only then may the typescript 

fied half, three-quarter full basic unit, respectively. 

the following may counted fuil line: (a) Letterheads; (b) Addresses and 

distribution notations; (c) Dates and numbers; (d) Typed signatures; Number 

enclosures; (f) Personal, confidential notation. 

ese When letter composed many pages, the final number basic units should 

Add total lines all pages; 

Recount them, taking 60-stroke line basis; 

Divide the figure arrived and count the remainder fraction 

page. 

Manuscripts are expected legible; the head typing pool may refuse 

illegible manuscript unless its writer has notoriously bad handwriting; this case, 
the manuscript has approved for typing special supervisor. 


/ 
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“Looking over the road that has been traversed, recall- 
ing the ‘kno:ty’ musical events recent years connected 
with the work our Union, cannot help but speak out 
critically the matter our activities, especially the 
first stage after the 1948 congress. 

“We must openly admit that the Union leadership 
made many thereby causing serious harm our 
art. Many errors, misconceptions and shortcomings the 
development Soviet musical creation recent years are 
connected with the fact that our Union leaders and 
number musical institutions not fully understand the 
new tasks put forth the directive February 10, 
1948. The directive absolutely defined the general line 
our artistic development accordance with Socialist real- 
ism, clearly exposed and severely judged all lying and false 
tendencies among our composers, and helped many 
see the lack perspectives and formalistic conceptions 
inimical our people. Conscientiously striving realize 
our Party directives, must narrow down the problems 
the complex process creation and bring forward 
multitude creative individualities from among the most 
talented Soviet composers. One often hears demands 
for everyone write the same manner. This espe- 
cially evident the critical speeches the Union Secre- 
taries Zakharov and Koval who are intolerant certain 
musical phenomena which lie beyond the limits their 
personal creative strivings and artistic tastes. 

These erroneous formulations have caused great harm 
our art, have frustrated the natural and intense de- 
velopment the individuality young composers and 
put chains the creative imagination composers 
the old generation (among which include myself). 

“What contained the idea realism music? 
what does the concept consist? predict 
that questions will cause confusion: Khachaturian 
trying break down it’s clear them. 
But confess that everything not clear me. truth, 
not always understand what practical conclusions 
are drawn from the absolutely indisputable positions 
Marxist-Leninist aesthetics, conclusions which narrow 
and level the path our artistic development. under- 
stand the composer individual, son his 
people, man his epoch, who knows what say and 
how say it. 

“Formalistic works are those which there 
thought, artistic expression, which abstract play 
form takes place. The formalistic composer, 

(filled) with new phrases about ‘innovations’, creates not 

“Realism creation from point view is, above 
all, the outlook the artist, his attitude surrounding 
realitv. his view the world, expressed correctly the 
multitudinous means art. The greatest representatives 


Troublesome Problems 


Report for April 1956 Second Congress Soviet Composers 


Aram Khachaturian 


the realistic point view art were Bach and Mozart, 
Beethoven and Chopin, Glinka and Berlioz, Tchaikovsky 
and Smetana, Mussorgsky and Grieg. 

“It seems that the limits this ‘truth the 
workers’ (Gorki) are sufficiently broad include various 
creative tendencies, free competition between various crea- 
tive individualities, and finally coexistence. different 
styles. can’t understand those musicians who will 
accept only that new music which like their 
Unfortunately, however, our practice the two three 
years following the first [1948] congress composers was 
characterized mainly such narrow approach com- 
position. 

“We must struggle for breadth our views art. Only 
under these conditions will attain full development 
Soviet music, plenitude beautiful and variegated 
compositions all senses and forms. 

“While talking about this, deem necessary 
strengthen the struggle against all perversions 
against formalism all forms, against lacquering reality, 
against thoughtless superficiality. 

recent years, have spent some time abroad. 
was the countries the People’s Democracies and 
capitalist countries. met many outstanding, progres- 
sive musicians, heard works many contemporary com- 
posers, argued with them, and supported our principles 
and views art. the Western world all manner 
anti-people’s theories flourish, leading art away from 
the great tasks serving humanity, but would pro- 
foundly incorrect not take notice ignore the 
positive sides contemporary Western music, under- 
estimate the healthy, realistic tendencies the works 
many important artists working bourgeois countries. 
course the decadent, formalistic tendencies are still 
strong, but would completely erroneous extend this 
theory all Western contemporary music. correctly 
condemn formalistic perversions characteristic con- 
temporary bourgeois music but heated discussions 
with progressive musicians the West, must attain 
full mutual understanding. sure that with such 
close contact, will able negotiate contentious 
questions, and laugh together those who are truly 
laughable and rejoice those who are really good and 
progressive, who serve real and great culture and who 
help the cause friendship among peoples. 

“In other words, must fully exploit the 
bilities exchange experience and mutual study for 
the successful struggle for high ideals the 
gressive art. hope that our Congress will help 
broaden and strengthen the united front 


realistic 
musical art all countries the world.” 


Sovietskaya Muzika (Moscow) No. 1955 
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1955 


How Romeo Died 
the Second Time 


The article below, written Panaitescu, 
verbatim translation from the Romanian literary 
magazine, Viata Romineasca (Bucharest), No. 
April 1955. excellent example the dis- 
torted vision America that Communists 
propagated Geneva. Although there has 
been lately some mitigation the propaganda 
viciousness, has means been abandoned. 


EVENING the fifth year the beginning the 
second half the twentieth century, strange-looking 
man dressed even stranger-looking clothes, was 
walking the main street Verona. Anyone who had 
lived those parts the end the sixteenth century, 
and who had forgotten die, would, without 
hesitation, have recognized this pilgrim the most famous 
descendent the Montague family. 

What was Romeo doing the streets Verona when 
was supposed lying where hundreds years ago 
had found eternal peace cup poison? The mys- 
tery will soon solved. Besides, Romeo’s eyes were more 
eloquent than any explanations could provide for you, 
dear reader. The fire his eyes showed that Romeo was 
just much love that moment when had gazed 
upon Juliet’s face for the first time. 

There saying Verona that lovers always come 
back the place where they felt their first thrill love. 
Indeed, what else could lover night, the streets? 
Where else could go? 

Romeo was walking hypnotic sleep. seemed 
driven power which had overpowdered all his senses. 
one and nothing could have kept him from reaching 
his destination. last, arrived. The towers the 
old Capulet castle stood out the evening shadows like 
giant Cerberus which—as will seen subsequently—did 
not guard the imaginary inferno the underworld but this 
time guarded authentic one, right here earth. 

sooner had Romeo passed through the huge, Doric 
portico when was thrown the ground. tried 
with the help his hands and realized that they were 
manacled, were his legs. tried vain 
his stomach, but was riveted the wall. Romeo 
resigned himself motionless waiting for his fate. was 
convinced that could not condemn him greater tor- 
tures than those had already suffered his short life- 
time. 


MOMENTE DIN MODUL VIATA AMERICAN 


in mort de 


DISPARITIE 
— E ors zece si tate nu it 


New York Times: citizen from dead from 
natural causes.” 

Chicago Tribune: ten o’clock and Dad isn’t back 
wonder whether should call the office the 


The following lines will show how naive this poor 
illusions were. 

“Finally, come! I’ve been waiting for you for 
whole week!” The voice was unknown him. the 
dark Romeo tried distinguish the features the man 
who was speaking him. Then light appeared 
making his task easier. Never before, however, had scen 
this tall, fat man with hands like horse-thief’s. Who was 
and what did want? 

The man went trying give answers 
unspoken questions. “Maybe you don’t know me. 
Norman Pipe, owner and manager the big New York 
publishing firm, Pipe Book and Company, which well 
known throughout the world. month ago, bought this 
old house assignation from senile spaghetti-eater for 
thousand bucks. That puppet with the crest-of-arms main- 
tained that every spring Romeo’s ghost, the phantom hero 
that antiquated love story, unfailingly made his appear- 
ance here. said myself, ‘Norman, that’s sure hit. 
set this ingenious trap and just when began be- 
lieve that the old scarecrow had gypped me. you walked 
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Telegraph: the fine? didn’t him 
down!” “Yeah, know, but that’s the entertainment tax.” 
Wallstreet Journal: ordinary taken 

ordinary Chicago barbershop.” 


te 


Urzica (Bucharest), January 31, 1955 


efforts, still did not understand what was all about. 
Mr. Pipe, utterly convinced his admiration, 
chattered on: “And now, eld ghost, since sure you 
run away, tell you what want from you. 
course, you don’t think throw thousand bucks away 
for this dilapidated shack. 


read what that maniac Englishman wrote about 
you and your mistress. don’t believe word it. 
couldn’t have happened like that. It’s not the nature 
things and besides doesn’t satisfy the demands 
public. think you get me. want you write the rea! 
story. sensational. Just think it! Pipe Book 
and Company publishes Romeo’s Real Love Story, writ- 
ten himself, the true confessions ghost. What 
literary event! wipe out all competition and sell 
million copies like hot cakes! Come on, don’t look 
gloomy. Norman Pipe’s not selfish guy. get 
thousand for your trouble. You may ghost for 
know, but bet you can use some dough.” 


Before had completely recovered his senses, Romeo 
was brought into quite pleasant room which there 
were, besides the bed which was placed, small bar, 
shelf books, chair and table, with all the neces- 
sary writing equipment. 


“This will your home until you finish writing the most 
powerful novel the century. Here you have everything 
you need. you have difficulties, you’ll find the best love 
stories ever published that shelf. All them are new, 
all them are big, and all are best-sellers. That real 
love. Get your inspiration from them and you can’t miss. 
back three days see how things are going. 
Until then, give you back your freedom movement— 
limited basis, course.” 


After saying that, Mr. Pipe took Romeo’s manacles off 
and, muttering himself, left the room alone, taking care 
double-lock the door behind him. 


“Big books real love Romeo murmured when 
left himself. These were the only words remembered 
all his jailer’s blabbering. 


took book from the shelf: 
Horses, 


America’s Wooden 
Romeo didn’t understand 


what connection there was between horses and love. 
read through the book which related the numerous amor- 
ous experiences the author, woman who from the be- 
ginning declared that she was impassioned enemy 
every moral principle. She visits various bedrooms, de- 
scribing her affairs with luxury detail which would 


Oh, very much 


and behold, it’s 
alone and helpless! 


inspiration coming! 


Grand! Thanks you 
already able write 
love. 


And 
mind posing for second 
Positive Hero? 


and course, just 
tive Type well. 


make stallion blush, even were only wooden horse. 
Then, she shoves her husband into the arms her lat- 
lover’s wife, and the end profoundly disillusioned 
the emptiness life. 

Romeo rinsed his mouth and gulped down glass 
water. Then took another book. The day had long 
since dawned, but continued reading with the stub- 
Belong the Night, Joan Henry. After the first few 
Romeo found himself the midst thick drama: 
voman sentenced death spends the days remaining be- 
ore her execution recollecting the events her life 
vhich led the death Mary Hilton, the heroine, 
married Freddy when she was eighteen. first, she 
oved him great deal but the years went by, she began 
love him much less. thirty-five, lady-killer comes 
‘nto the picture. makes her experience real love for 
first time. Because plain fate, however, Jim loves 
man-eater, but the latter repulses him, being her- 
the verge being engaged much more profit- 
able affair. Jim, unable live without Lucy, kills himself, 
and Mary, who cannot bear live without Jim, kills Lucy. 
The author takes great pains describe how Mary felt 
real love when she was with Jim: 


“That night came house for the first time and 
stayed with me. never thought could like 
being savage and strange human being who moaned 
and screamed voice could longer recognize 


Romeo also felt like screaming, but remembering that 
was again nighttime, mastered himself. Automatically, 
took another book from the shelf: Sexual Interpreta- 
tion History, Rattray Taylor. For moment 
thought his eyes were deceiving him from weariness, but 
that really was the title the book. put back. 
had desire know how Cleopatra moaned 
arms, nor what influence her moans exerted the history 
the Roman Empire. 

looked another book, Beethoven and His Nephew, 
Edith and Richard Sterba. had probably been placed 


Prosim vslavey, 


lacking either. get with work.) 


Naturally the folkish bit can book has definite 
element must not (Inspiration prods him 


among the “great love stories” mistake. began me- 
chanically leaf through the pages. The authors—for 
had taken two them—had written about 
homosexual relations with his two brothers and about the 
“subconsciously homosexual” relations between him and 
one their sons, his nephew Marx, 
felt mother’s love.” 

Romeo threw the book away. felt the room spinning 
around him. The sensation reminded him the time 
his childhood when had incautiously set out very 
rough sea and been terribly sick. rushed the window 
and jolted wide open. But even the cold air could not 
alleviate his nausea and terrible headache. had only 
one desire, run away far possible from the sewer 
which had been imprisoned. Without moment 
hesitation, threw himself out the window, which was 
located some distance from the ground, but didn’t even 
feel the pain the bruises where fell. got right 
and started towards the main street. was staggering 
dizzily through the night, repeating himself constantly, 


“New! Best GREAT! REAL LOVE!” 


towards whom 


Finally came the street. walked the middle 
the road, reeling from side side. piercing auto horn 
and two powerful headlights made him stop short. 
turned, and succeeded making out the faces man 
and woman the car. They seemed very angry. The 
horn honked once again, even louder, Romeo heard the 
noise the motor racing, felt thundering blow his 
chest, and then hit the pavement hard with the back 
his head. From the car which quickly drove away came 
groan, while the woman sitting next the man driving, 
murmured his ear, leaving lipstick his cheek: “Oh 
dear, how brutal you are!” 

Behind them they left cloud dust and corpse 
the middle the road. Through the half-open door 
nearby tavern, one could hear hoarse voice singing, “Let 
your Juliet for tonight.” 

And thus, the year grace 1955, Romeo died 
second time, crushed the latest model Cadillac, and 
with the direct complicity the newest and greatest Amer- 
ican love stories. 
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Literarni Noviny (Prague), December 11, 1954 
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the rough embrace 


reality 

does heart beat 

stream blood 

the sun 

flows through the green tree 
life 

thin the air lungs 
shall open myself 

like the plains 

willing accept movement and change 
and filled with 


the ocean life 


Too long have fed the fields 

your graves You the dead 

turn from 

This matter for the living 

you soft lambs 

you trembling twigs light and dream 
Go, swallowed dark river 

you soft lambs 

with snouts gently closed 


the ocean life 


Thus must walk 

Walk with all years 

pictures images lived seen 

landscapes left behind 

Walk with the Nazi hand 
face 

with all faces the dead 

all faces the living 

whose sockets are rings 

set blind darkness 

their precious stones torn out” 


the ocean life 


Walk with all fruits 
all colors fruits 

all words left unsaid 
all black trees 

the snow 

all nights come 

and one that already 


The scientists say that all words 

said told since the world’s beginning 

that all voices from the world’s beginning 
have been are preserved air 

with all their warmth color taste 


But are collected all images 
unsaid 

which shape has not been given 
color meaning 


people with mouths glued lime sulphate 


The Plains 


Tadeusz Rozewicz 


how buds 
grows within 
the silent seed 
dead fruit 


moves upward light 
thrusts through the blind clay 
flesh 


breaking inspiring wooden tongue 


are the words 

ten young poets 

killed Warsaw 

They will not see 

how the ribs St. John’s Cathedral 
have healed 

how the youngest cathedral Europe 
grows 

still wet 

Gothic flower 

beneath our clouded sky 


young girls 

who will not dance 

May night 

under the tree crowns 

girls 

whose small bones and skulls 
keep silence below earth 


poet says that Orpheus 

was pursued trees, sea-waves and 

night lay 

with face darkness 

the weight your head 

heart 

the weight iceberg 

bird that will fly away 

ask 

Who walks behind me? 

one answers 

Afraid ask again 

Who walks behind me? 

hear—Ringing quiet 

bell without heart 


ask for the third time 
Who walks behind me? 


hear tears 
shed night 
from closed eyes 


All pictures have seen 
landscapes have lived with 
desert 


left with only one 

alone 

Under electric 

see people long coats 

earth color 

holding bowls tins 

plates pots 

Standing arms down 

one against another 

crowded standing into suburban square 
hedged barbed wire 

standing for nights and days silent 
And then the electric glare 

see them eating grass 

eating roots 

hear the inhuman voice 

the daylight see 

woman killed near the barbed wire 
her spread-open fingers 

from which bread has fallen 
Under silent reflectors 

see the empty square 

covered with lime white 

night people 

heard wagons removing 

the dead 


This was how they destroyed 
camp Soviet war prisoners 
one our towns 


not who hold them 
they who press 

The Murdered 

The Just 


hold with open hands 


Having submitted 
not escape 
the defenseless 


Down Zabia Street 
Polish town 
Rose walks 

amid white feathers 


Far the wind carries 

feathers torn from the beds 

people who never will leave 

their bodies’ shape not even cloud 


who never will leave the shape 
heads 
May meadow grass 


nor snow 
pierced blue and gold swords 
sundown and sunrise 


their 


heads 
wave trembling darkly 
over saffron fish fins 


who never will leave the shape 


bodies 
hay 
over the threshing floor 
black lightning swallows fly 
chirping 


who never will leave the shape their 


bodies 
any bed 


Down Zabia Street 

Poland 

Rose walks 

on uneven stones 

houses marked with stars 
passing windows barred with wood 
she walks through house god 
where wild cats 

take shelter 

she walks among shining feathers 
this black day 


she walks your cities neutral Swedes 
through your houses theaters churches 
she walks your villages neutral Swiss 
through your towns pure clean tears 
she walks leaving trace earth 

cloud walks through the sky 


keep 

the beating her heart 

the silence her eyes 

the warmth color her mouth 
pressure intestines 

escaping running away loins 

the shadow love 

the shape her head 

the red twilight her falling hair 


She walks like cloud 
but why 
the long unending shadow 


Now home 

ten years after the war 
interrupt poem 
hearing the night steps 
Still they are after 
Still after fifteen years 
hear their breath 
damp smelling 


Smell dead flesh 
May meadows 


Boots creak 

and black ropes creak 
put away pen 
hold breath 

man 


who never will leave the shape their 


Note the Author 


Since his literary debut 1947 when published his first volume 
poems entitled Anxiety, Tadeusz Rozewicz has remained the most contro- 
versial figure contemporary Polish letters. critics have at- 


tacked him for his obsession with war and concentration and his 


inability enter actively into “Communist Catholic critics have 
interpreted his realistic reminiscences “the dark night the oc- 
seeing cynicism and immorality. Both have overstated 


their cases. Rozewicz has something important say about human suffer- 


ing, genuine passion and realism which, although and warped 


Party propaganda and program, gives his poems some significance. 


Rozewicz has been awarded State Prize for his volume poetry, The 
Plains, (from which the lead poem was taken and appears here 
first prize the International Literary Contest held the occasion the 
Warsaw International Youth Festival. Three poems from his Wells 
Darkness appeared the July issue News From Behind the Iron Curtain. 


marked death numbered 

one many 

wipe sweat from forehead 
hearing steps 


close eyes 

that have seen too much— 
the animal the beast 

the man’s body 


human flesh 
most beautiful dust 


V 


Polish village 

sleeping under autumn rain 
seen only 

through years’ clear image fields 
rainbow folklore 

small Polish village 

not heard 

Morgan Dunont 

Krupp Thyssen 

not heard 

village small 

that its name 

appears only 

Wehrmacht maps 


autumn night when wind blows 
and black lupines glitter gold the rain 


and puddles are like dead eves the sky 


autumn night they took him 
from room with floor 

hard walked 

many generations 

where the Byzantine face Mother 
dark above dried wreaths plant 
stood silent 


and the 


Out from the circle the oil lamp 
autumn night they took him 


a young man 


linen shirt 
from his supper 


his wife opened her mouth 

and touched her throat 

when the three strange men 
walked into the room taking him 
asking shown the way 


happened outside 


When pointing 
show them the 
One of the three 
shot him between the eyes 
through his clear forehead 


fell down the mud 
and stayed there 

and those who had killed 
walked into the darkness 


The sky cleaned its black mouth 
with rain 

and the dark mother 

placed her son’s head her bosom 
pierced swords 

the fields 

the roads 

wooden crosses 

kneel the mud 

small Polish village 

where the wind blows 

and black lupines glitter gold the rain 


This shot was not heard 
this death not seen 

Morgan and Rockefeller 
Krupp Cloy and Thyssen 
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when the wind starts and the rain 


peters out 
the middle the night 
run this garden 
and dead brother 


through wet grass 

run under trees 

see his face smile 
and his hand holding fruit 
half-eaten 


taste the rain 

and the wind 

The moon’s enamel grows cold 
the dark pot earth 

after many years night comes 
night the terrible night the long 
night the occupation 

see brother 

goes Underground 

gets killed 


VII 


the country forty-eight stars 


they plan build underground cities 


they want push life 
underground 
hide from rays H-suns 


But there 

below earth 

are forests May meadows 
what trees shall grow 

what butterflies fly 

what birds make nests 


You can bury beneath earth’s surface 
iron cement stone 

factory skeletons 

long dead cities 

But you cannot bury mountain sea sunrise 
walking cloud 


Where will the girl leave 

her footprint 

the girl who sprang into the sea 
the girl like pink cloud 

who sings with joy 

among green lights foam 


There beneath earth’s surface 
there are orchards 

where July nights after storm 
boys run 

like multitude 


Scenario Writer and His Muses 


black wet grass 


not make your life there 
below 

Friends 

Renounce renounce the laws 
fear hate 


what long way 

your nation has come 

from Whitman’s human song 
the bellowing Ezra Pound 
hides from the nation’s anger 
asylum 

honored with laurels 

asylum 

The long dark way 

treason and mud 

and the end stands 

Ezra Pound 


traitor 


Live sun and peace 

hold out our arms you 
meeting meeting you the way 

not below 

Friends 

not below 


Szpilki (Warsaw), December 26, 1954 


A 


Current 
Developments 


Area 


Military Cuts Announced 


Taking their cue from the Soviet Union, all the Satellite 
have recently announced planned reductions 
their armed forces. statements which varied only slightly, 
the East European governments declared that the achieve- 
ments the Geneva Conference had paved the way for 
ending the Cold War and that strengthen 
Geneva atmosphere international friendliness they had 
decided take definite steps towards disarmament. Most 
the Communist resolutions were accompanied an- 
nouncements that the funds released this measure would 
devoted further development the economy and the 
people’s welfare, and the men thus freed are em- 
ployed agriculture and industry. 

The reduction armed forces intended ac- 
complished the end 1955. According figures based 
available information concerning Satellite armies, the 
cuts, carried out, would vary from ten fifteen percent 
throughout the orbit. Poland, with army about 500,- 
000, announced decrease 47,000; Czechoslovakia, with 
about 12-15 divisions totaling some 250,000 men, pro- 
posed cut 34,000; Hungary, with about divisions 
and 165,000-180,000 men, decrease 20,000; Romania 
with about 350,000 troops, cut 40,000; Bulgaria cut 
18,000, and Albania, with approximately 50,000 60,000 
men under arms, cut 9,000. the basis the above 
figures, appears that even after the cuts, the armed forces 
Romania and Hungary would still above the quota 
permitted the Peace Treaty. Taking into account the 
announced reduction, Romania would still have 100,000 
men over the amount permitted and Hungary 90,000. 

This latest “peace the Soviet world was ex- 
ploited the full Communist propaganda releases. 
Numerous editorials insisted that the USSR 
“People’s Democracies” had demonstrated deeds and 
not merely words their determination promote “con- 
fidence among and, some cases, these deeds 
were contrasted with the proposed rearmament West 
Germany. The Polish Communist press was the most 
explicit this subject, indicating that one the major 
purposes behind the gesture was prepare the ground for 
discussions the October Foreign meeting, 
with stress the neutralization West Germany and 
the eventual dissolution NATO. Trybuna Ludu (War- 


Szpilki (Warsaw), May 15, 1955 


saw), September provided clear outline Soviet 
strategy editorial which stated: 


certain part the capitalist press harps the fact 
that manifest the will for peace words not suffice 
and that concrete evidence called for. Poland, 
Czechoslovakia and Romania are substantially reduc- 
ing the strength their armed forces while, the same 
time, new Wehrmacht, numbering for the time being 
half million men, being set West Germany. 

“At the same time again, part the American press 
warns the countries the Atlantic Pact, with emphasis 
inspired alarm, not attempt reduce their armed 
forces their armament expenditure any way. So. 
who who desires content himself with peaceful 
words, and who giving ever more proof his will 
for peace? 

does not seem that the Geneva spirit 
stands gain anything from glossing over the fact that 
some Western politicians still long for the notorious policy 
strength which the Geneva Conference defeated con- 
vincingly. knew, course, that the road the victory 
the Geneva spirit would not easy, that required 
the conquest the resistance offered the forces the 
cold war and the armaments race, and that would re- 
quire the mobilization world public opinion and patient 
discussions with the representatives the capitalist coun- 
tries. And that precisely why the substantial cuts the 
armed forces applied our governments 


are 
such tremendous significance. 


“Certain circles capitalist countries are inclined 
reduce the matter disarmament exclusively demands 
for inspection and control. doing, they forget that 
even the most effective inspection and control are not aims 
themselves but only means end, that is, the 
thing that realiy matters the reduction armaments 
and ban weapons mass destruction. 

“The countries the Socialist camp—even before the 
inspection and control have been introduced—give the 
world demonstration how this important 
aim must carried out.” 


The official commentaries issued the other regimes 
also contained the suggestion that President Eisenhower’s 
proposals regarding the blueprinting military informa- 


tion and acrial inspection were less “meaningful” than the 
actual steps taken the USSR and its Satellites, nor did 
they mention. the much greater proportional reduction 
armed forces the United States. The Romanian press 
keynoted “leadership the peace movement,” 
when claimed that “world public opinion now ex- 
pects the Western powers follow the 
ample.” Scinteia (Bucharest), August 30, also added that 
throughout the world will follow negotiations 
disarmament with hope but also with vigilance: they won’t 
forget that disarmament opposed armament man- 
ufacturers.” Most the Communist statements, however, 
were concerned almost exclusively with praise the Soviet 
Union. Radio Tirana, September delivered broadcast 
which was typical others throughout the area: 

“Following the Geneva Conference, which marked 
step forward the easing tension, was essential that 
States give further proof their wish create even 
more favorable atmosphere. The first State give such 
proof was the Soviet Union, which decided evacuate 
its troops from Austria ahead the term specified the 
treaty and cut its armed forces. Through its recent 

decision the armed forces reduction, government 
expresses the people’s aspirations maintain and consol- 
idate peace the world and its readiness improve the 
post-Geneva atmosphere.” 


Hungary 
Agriculture 


New figures were released connection with the re- 
gime’s stepped rural collectivization drive. According 
Szabad Nep (Budapest), August 28, 5,000 new kolkhoz 
members were added the first twenty days August, 
thus raising the total from January 35,000 new kolk- 
hozniks. During the week August 21-28 alone, another 
4,120 persons joined collectives, bringing the total for the 
year 39,120 new members. The Party press also stated 
that between January and August 21, 156 new kolkhozes 
were formed, well lower-type cooperatives. 
together, about 20-25 new kolkhoz villages have been estab- 
lished—that is, villages where 50-80 percent the local 
population arable land the collectivized sector. 
While collectivization being pushed, the campaign 
marked neither the terror nor the rapid pace the 1950- 
Stalinist collectivization drive. that period far greater 
number kolkhoz towns “sprang overnight” and, sig- 
nificantly, consisted much percent the local 
population arable land. 

particular importance the present campaign 
propaganda win over young people. The press has made 
frequent mention the fact that kolkhozes are threatened 
the “advanced age” their members, and every effort 
being made strengthen Communist youth groups and 
Party the collectives. Typical recent prop- 
aganda collectivization was August Szabad Nep 
article kolkhoz community Zala County: 

“By July 24, all the working peasants—with the excep- 
tion ten families—joined the New Spring The 
ten families preferred the Red October The 


New Spring kolkhoz was formed 112 families, 187 
members, and will start large-scale farming October 
Comrade Geza Hegedus entrusted the Executive 
Committee the District Party organization with assist- 
ing establishing the Party organization and Youth 
League within the new kolkhoz. the time they 
are ready start work, the Party organization will 
complete and the young people will have 
own organization. The village Party organization did 
not forget the task building the Party even during 
the exciting days formation.” 


The regime also attempting strengthen the collecti- 
vized sector sending new recruits the countryside. 
Speaking the opening Communist farm course 
August 24, Matyas Rakosi stated that group 1,000 
Communists was sent last year and that 1,200 are being 
sent this steady people, versed 
tasks leadership and organization, educated and experi- 
enced people, capable 
help the “Socialist transformation” the countryside. 
Rakosi said that recent batch, sent the cereal pro- 
ducing regions, consisted “hundreds volunteers” from 
among factory workers, administrative employees, engi- 
neers, agronomists and Party functionaries, and that many 
more such men would sent the future. 

Despite the above measure, there are indications that 
farm work still August 26, Szabad 
Nep attacked MTS officials and workers for neglecting the 
“cause” the kolkhoz and complained about neglect 
stockbreeding. Earlier, August 18, Szabad Nep com- 
plained that many farmers were still arrears with their 
deliveries and stated that the situation “bound 
aggravated places where political enlightenment work 
neglected and where produce collection authorities fail 
adopt firm measures against laggards.” 


Kulaks 


interesting denunciation kulaks and defense the 
regime’s present collectivization program appeared Sza- 
bad Nep, September 11, which insisted that the only peo- 
ple opposed the government’s present development 
kolkhozes were rich farmers encouraged “treacherous 
the West. This the first time that such 
direct connection between kulaks and Hungarian exiles has 
been made: 


“Except for our enemies, there absolutely one 
the country who would claim that the development 
kolkhozes being achieved through administrative meas- 
ures, arbitrarily. fact that hundreds thousands 
independent peasants are now convinced the advantages 
the kolkhozes. are systematically overcoming the 
damages caused last year right-wing deviations. 

“Seeing our achievements, our enemies, the kulaks, are 
increasingly desperate. They far try 
intimidate some peasants, particularly those considered 
exemplary and respected the village. The internal 
enemy helped those sorry Hungarians who sold their 
bodies and souls for dollars abroad and and who slander 
and debase the creative work our people and the regime 
over the airwaves. There are kolkhoz members who 
believe that after everyone has joined the kolkhozes ‘gov- 
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ernment support will For this reason they are not 
very anxious recruit new members.” 


Industry 

Ever since the ouster Premier Imre Nagy, Party and 
press have lashed out tendencies overestimate the 
importance light industry and have insisted that devel- 
opment agriculture and heavy industry are the keys 
national prosperity. conjunction with this line, econo- 
mist Gyorgy Csatar, writing the July issue Szabad 
Nep, attacked “rightist views” and claimed that 
concentration heavy industry was warranted the fact 
that Hungary had more the raw materials needed for 
than for light industry. Csatar stated that 99.6 percent 
the cotton, almost percent the cellulose, percent 
the pine lumber and percent the cowhide used 
light industry come from abroad. the other hand, 
Csatar claimed, development Hungary’s large coal and 
oil resources would make possible supply domestically 
almost all the needs heavy industry: known coal 
reserves alone 


taking into consideration increasing con- 
sumption—are enough for least forty years. This con- 
stitutes sure basis for operation electric plants under 
construction. Prospective coal reserves greatly exceed the 
known coal Csatar further emphasized that de- 
velopment hard coal mining would enable the country 
supply its own coke needs, now satisfied domestically 
only seven percent, and that completion the Stalinvaros 
coking plant would make possible satisfy domestically 
one fifth the coke demand iron smelting. 

discussing the nation’s oil reserves, Csatar attacked 
the prewar policy American oil companies Hungary: 
“In 1949, the American bosses the Zala county oil 
advised the government reduce oil production be- 
cause the wells would soon exhausted. was not 
their liking that use the treasures Hungarian 
soil benefit our people. Since that time, oil production 
has increased more than threefold, and this year, will 
almost hit the 1.6 million ton mark.” 

Csatar also discussed iron ore, stating that some seventy- 
percent the nation’s needs were now met imports, 
particularly from the Soviet Union. 
sonal intervention Comrade Imre Nagy, construction 
the Rudabanya ore-enriching plant was discontinued. 
completing the plant can cover more than forty 
percent our iron ore demand from domestic sources. 
our aluminum output was times much 
was 1938. And yet the representatives rightist views 
did not shrink from stopping construction the nearly- 


completed new section the Ajka Aluminum Earth Fac- 
tory.” 


Low Production 


August report Csepel county, Party Secretary 
Matyas Rakosi expressed dissatisfaction with July produc- 
tion and productivity. Rakosi declared that although the 
statistics the half-year plan fulfillment seemed favor- 
able first glance, the level productivity was actually 
only slightly higher than the first half 1953. also 
pointed out that since that time several billions forints 


had been invested—new machines had been installed and 
new plants established. “These figures show,” 
“that although there undoubtedly has been improve- 
ment, has been slow, and what have achieved this 
but the beginning. Now, during the summer. 
the pace improvement compared with 
months the year has slowed down. The pace produc- 
tion July especially unsatisfactory.” 


New Ministry 

“In view the increased importance control State 
planning and the economy,” recent Presidium decree 
has elevated the State Control Center 
cording the decree, published Nep (Buda- 
pest), August 20, the task the new Ministry wage 
“consistent battle for elimination discovered examples 
legal violations, mistakes and shortcomings, for more 
effective protection public property, and against waste. 
bureaucracy and lack decree authorizes 
the Minister State Control direct the person charge 
investigations eliminate the discovered irregularities 
and impose “disciplinary punishment squanderers, 
bureaucrats and those violating State discipline.” spe- 
cial cases, the Minister has the right remove from their 
posts those guilty particularly severe violations. 

supplementary decree the Council Ministers. 
published Szabad Nep the same date, authorizes the 
new Minister single out and impose fines those re- 
sponsible for damaging public property either through 
mistakes negligence. August 26, several days afte: 
the new decrees were announced, Arpad Hazi, former 
chairman the State Control Center, was appointed 
the new Minister. Hazi was Minister Internal Affairs 
during the 1951 mass deportations. 


Personnel 

The Party Central Committee recently appointed Polit- 
buro member and Minister Light Industry, Bela Szalai, 
member the Central Committee. Mrs. Jozsef Nagy. 
formerly Deputy Chairman the National Planning Bu- 
reau, was named the new Minister Light Industry. 

Szalai became Politburo member and Chairman the 
National Planning Bureau 1953, when the Nagy regime 
took over. has risen steadily his career since that 
time and survived Nagy’s recent downfall. Shortly before 
this event, was named Minister Light Industry, and 
after the government reshuffle was the first Party leader 
come out favor renewed friendship with Yugo- 
slavia. Szalai also was the first accuse Gabor 
former chief the Security Police, being responsible for 
the between Yugoslavia and Hungary. member 
the five-man Secretariat, Szalai replaces Mihaly Far- 


kas, who was stripped all his official functions the 
time Nagy’s removal. 


Poland 
New Land Tax 


New principles governing 1955 land tax rates were pub- 
lished the August issue Trybuna Ludu (Warsaw). 
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Although details the new law were not given, the offi- 
cial intent the new policy adjust taxes the 
basis recent increases village income (allegedly 
percent 1954). The newspaper stated that, while 1955 
taxes will increased slightly some cases, relation 
the yearly village income the tax burden will lower 
than 1954. “Adjustment taxes does not mean only 
increase; some regions the land tax will remain un- 
changed and some will even reduced. this re- 
spect, districts the Recovered Territories will specially 
privileged.” Taxes 1955 will assessed not the basis 
actual income but estimated income which, according 
official sources, usually considerably lower than the 
real income, though there are cases the view 
the existence such cases, district national councils 
now have the right lower the land tax specific cases 
regardless the size peasant holdings. 

While difficult estimate the exact nature the 
new land tax, clear that farmers the Western Ter- 
ritories are being favored effort encourage 
ment that area, both increase production 
consolidate the Oder-Neisse frontier. With regard other 
parts the country, increased taxes the basis cal- 
culated increase income may have the effect weaken- 
ing the peasants’ economic incentives depriving them 
profits from increased production. 


New Army Post 

Deputy Defense Minister Stanislaw Poplawski was pro- 
moted the rank General the Army, the first 
Poland, according Radio Warsaw, August 30. Like his 
chief, Marshal Rokossowski, Poplawski was formerly 
Soviet citizen and Red Army officer. Near the end 
World War II, was appointed Lt. General and com- 
mander the First Army the Polish Armed Forces 
the Soviet Union. result this latest promotion, 
which makes him something between full general and 
Marshal, Poplawski has become second command the 
Polish Armed Forces. 


. 
Bulgaria 

Planned Crops 

Contrary assertions about correct decentralization 
economic planning, the regime recently promulgated de- 
cree for the regional repartition land crops and stock- 
breeding. According information published 
the Presidium (Sofia), July 12, 1955, the decree classi- 
fies each county into one four categories suitability 
for the cultivation specific agricultural crops. The cate- 
gories are: highly adequate, adequate, moder- 
ately adequate, and inadequate, and are applied 
production wheat, rye, corn, barley, rice, beans, sun- 
flower, cotton, hemp, textile flax, tobacco, 
soya beans, castor, oil flax, lalemancia, vegetables, potatoes, 
hay, alfalfa, fodder beets, vineyards, orchards general, 
and apples and plums. 

The implications the decree are that crops under 
group for certain county will compulsory cultures, 
while those group will permitted secondary 


cultures. Crops falling under the third category will mos: 
likely allowed very small scale satisfy farmers 
personal needs, while those under group will practi- 
cally forbidden. The breeding cattle, sheep, pigs, 
horses and mules has also been classified county 
similar way. 

The new decree undoubtedly will have decisive effec: 
the internal trade network and complicate supplying th: 
needs the rural population. All counties the 
region, for example, have been labelled highly adequate 
for production oriental tobacco, which major expor: 
item. the other hand, these counties have been labelled 
inadequate for the cultivation wheat, rye, corn, 
beans, sunflower and potatoes, which constitute the basi 
foods the local population. This means that 
production these items—or sharply curtailing pro- 
duction—the counties involved will have secure food 
from other counties. Further, while Kurdjali county 
Rhodope region labelled highly adequate for the 
ing mountain horses, mules, semi-hard fleeced sheep 
and Rhodope cattle, labelled inadequate for cultiva- 
tion hay, alfalfa, corn and barley, that farmers ap- 
parently will have import fodder feed their 


Czechoslovakia 
1956 Plan 


August speech, Chairman the Planning 
Office, Otakar Simunek, announced targets the 
plan, including these three main goals: considerable in- 
crease farm production, further increase industrial 
production, especially heavy industry, and 
change investments. Simunek said that gross 
production increase 9.7 percent over 1955—heavy in- 
dustry 9.8 percent and consumer items 9.4 percent. (The 
original 1955 plan, announced Prace (Prague), August 
17, 1954, stipulated 8.8 percent increase over 1954, with 
consumer goods and heavy industrial production rising 
equivalent rate, that the change proportion for 
1956 not drastic.) accordance with the greater em- 
phasis now given the development means 
production, Simunek said that the most important indus- 
trial tasks are concentrated heavy industry: 
compared with 1955, the percentage increase hard coal 
mining 5.4, brown coal 10.7, electric power pro- 
duction 10.5, iron ore 32.1, pig iron 11.3 and crude steel 
13.1. The chemical industry increase production 
percent over 1955, and the machine industry percent, 
with main emphasis tractors, other farm machinery, and 
equipment for the food, textile and automobile industries. 
for agriculture, gross production increase 8.3 per- 
cent over 1955—animal production 8.2 percent and plant 
production 8.4 percent. (In 1955, animal production was 
increase percent over 1954.) Light industrial produc- 
tion increase 7.8 percent and the food industry 5.7 
percent. addition, work productivity rise 7.8 per- 
cent and production costs are decrease 3.35 percent. 

discussing future tasks, Simunek stated: 
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Through Yugoslav Communist Eyes: 
Reports Yugoslav Journalists the Soviet Orbit* 


Building Kiev 

“They conducted the sanatorium the Ministry 
Mining. Everything marble: the walls are lined 
with rare and precious woods; there are rare carpets 
the floors, the rooms have magnificent chandeliers. 
drapes are the most expensive materials; there are 
broad, sweeping staircases, innumerable pillars the 
Acropolis, fountains like those Roman square. The 
only 300 feet from the sea, but has 
special salt water pool and special elevator that takes 
you from the sea the building. This enormous edi- 
fice not for living all. you ask what for, 
they not know. far, has cost about million 
but they say that when everything finished, will 
cost million rubles. The electric appliance factory 
Kiev spending 1,000 rubles for square meter work- 
houses; nine square meters are the ‘norm’ for work- 
dwelling. make your own calculations. 

the world builds luxuriously you do,’ 
told the sanitorium administrator. He, however, did 
not grasp the real point our remark. ‘Yes, 
boasted, ‘the capitalists will never able build any- 
thing like that.’ Poor fellow—the capitalists are much more 
practical. And all this extravagance and luxury, 
there room for only 350 guests. And for these 350 
guests—believe not—there administrative and 
service staff 300. this not classical example human 
waste and 


Stalin 

“Had more time and been less tired, certainly 
should have enjoyed the sight the new city [Kiev] more 

spite the uniformly produced, ubiquitous statutes 
[Stalin]. figuratively omnipresent, but this does 
not mean that still dominates social and political life. 
Previously, his book, the History the Soviet Communist 
Party, was the Bible this country. Today saw 
that although this book still sold bookshops, the edition 
that 1953! There recent edition. Another his- 
tory exists. All the decisions the from 1898-1954 
are included three huge volumes, with the exception 
certain period-—which could interpreted being di- 
rected against Stalin’s interpretation. The period from 
February 1947-October 1952 not mentioned. 
make the fact still more obvious, were told Lenin- 
grad that the Party line imposes the study the history 
the from these three volumes. This indirect in- 
dication—for were not told that Stalin’s book not 


used—that Stalin’s interpretation longer judged 
reliable.” 


(Zagreb), August 26, 29, 30, Radio Belgrade, August 
27, and Borba (Belgrade), August 22, 1955. 
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Eastern Europe 

corner the table, discussion started the merits 
the policy Eastern Europe. Belgrade colleague said 
had made inquiries his editorial office with the 
result that the majority [of the staff] did not even know 
the names the [East European] foreign ministers. They 
did not memorize the names, for the simple reason that 
they are not independent ministers, but have parrot 
Soviet speeches. Our hosts protested vigorously and ac- 
cused the Western governments the same deficiency. 
Finally assailed the policy dividing the world into 
two blocs, both which the small states try nestle 
around big ones. The editor Pravda, also present, could 
not rid himself the dogma that there are two camps, 
the capitalist and the socialist. No, no, dear Comrade 
Tolkunov, the world one, everywhere socialist forces are 
work. There iron curtain for them. 


Polish Literary Life 


Polish author said there was great stir 
Warsaw when literary magazine published story 
Faulkner. Today, have learned, publishing house 
preparing edition Faulkner work. Also, Proust, 
Hemingway and some other Western authors, hitherto 
completely unknown the reading public, will trans- 
lated. These examples were quoted evidence that 
certain exclusiveness which once predominated has now 
been abandoned. The entire period progress can 
characterized effort liberate literature and cul- 
ture from the ‘great sins’ [of schematism and embellish- 
ment fact]. heard that this struggle the 
danger reviving bourgeois conceptions aesthetics ap- 
peared. One group young critics declared: save 
literature -have socialist realism entirely 
and start again from the traditions the great literature 
the 20th century. The results this [debate] must 
waited for although [it clear] that certain changes 
cultural life have already occurred.” 


Warsaw 


“The [Youth] Festival impressed above all its mass 
character, and according everything this was the trend. 
showed that the Geneva Confer- 
ence had also brightened the Polish sky. introduced 
more security and brightness into the Polish people who 
felt the consequences the last war very deeply. There 
are visible remnants ruins even ten years after the war. 
[After the festival] the city resumed its usual look and 
people their usual work, the major part which 
space under ruins has assumed new look during these 
ten 
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AN ARMY PARADE IN WROCLAW ON MAY 8TH CELEBRATING THE 10TH ANNIVERSARY OF REGAINING THE LANDS ON THE ODRA AND NYSA. THE MOTORIZED INFANTRY ON REVIEW 


“In the 1956 plan, agriculture and the building and 

machine industry are special significance creating 
conditions for further development. Agriculture, 
because the level production still low and makes 
impossible considerable increase the consumption 
food production, especially meat and fats. The position 
the building and machine industry decisive element 
the 1956 plan connected with the need achieve 
change carrying out investments. the investment 
plan, the important thing that investments adequate, 
improve the quality production and render more eco- 
nomic; addition, they have properly 
tically safeguarded. All the [1956] tasks have 
realized primarily the basis further considerable 
increase work productivity and strengthening the 
policy economizing all sectors.” 

revealed that the post-Stalinist policy shifting 
emphasis from heavy industry consumer goods production 
had taken toll induStrial output, and implied that 
there had resulted such unsatisfactory phenomena excess 
stockpiling intermediate producers’ goods, 
ness tolerate only partial exploitation heavy industrial 
possibilities, that situation had developed which could 
have led stagnation economic development. the 
past two years, Simunek said, industrial production had 
been characterized certain “fluctuation” and 1954, 
rose only 4.4 percent over 1953. This “fluctuation” ap- 
parently continued into 1955: January 13, 
announced downward revision the original 1955 target 
6.8 percent; then May, 1955, the industrial plan 
was against revised upward two percent. These changes 
confirm Simunek’s statement that the trend “under- 
estimating the possibilities the national economy” was 
reversed the spring 1955, when plan targets were 
raised. 

“The government started out with the assumption that 
the needs our national economy are continually growing 
and that they are limitless; that socialist economy not 


faced with market crisis; that have the opportunity 
achieve high rate development which the main 
problem not that securing market [presumably for 
goods] but achieving growth all branches 
the national economy correct proportions the interest 
the maximum satisfaction all our needs.” 


Simunek stated that the first half 1955, the plan 
for gross industrial production had been overfufilled 
3.1 percent and that comparison with the first half 
1954, had increased percent; similarly, work pro- 
ductivity had allegedly increased percent and produc- 
tion costs had decreased percent. While pointing out 
that results were favorable, Simunek added that there were 
still major shortcomings, and that investment plans for both 
agriculture and industry were underfulfilled owing lack 
organization and poor planning. 


Agriculture 


The inadequate level animal production 
comings State farm work comprised the main portion 
Vaclav Krutina’s report agriculture plenary session 
the Party Central Committee, August 31-September 
The Central Committee Secretary stated that result 
increased output, the first half 1955 the income 
individual and collective farms had risen 894 million 
koruny compared with the same period 1954. added, 
however, that stockbreeding, both with respect animal 
weight and yields, was far below requirements. Increased 
fodder output was once again prescribed the chief 
means alleviating the situation. The Central 
resolutions declared that 1960 the acreage corn for 
feeding and silage should total 360,000 hectares. (In the 
post-war era, the total was 120,681 hectares). 

the basis Krutina’s report, the Central 
also announced plans for the “rational distribution cattle 
the basis production and economic conditions,” and 
asserted that 1960 the average annual output per 
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120,000 CHILDREN HAVE BEEN BORN DURING THESE YEARS IN REHABILITATED WROCLAW. THE NATURAL INCREASE IN THE REGAINED TERRITORIES IS THE HIGHEST IN POLAND 


Poland (Warsaw), No. 1955 


hectares farm land should total minimum 63,600 
liters milk, 5,590 kilograms cattle and calves for 
slaughter and 11,350 kilograms pigs for slaughter. (The 
tasks assigned for the first half 1955 were 22,524 liters 
milk and 4,640 kilograms pigs for slaughter.) Compulsory 
quotas will established for the rearing heifers 1956 
that the planned number cows are available for the 
communal herds collectives and State farms, and both 
calves and heifers will purchased from small and middle 
farms for the expansion communal herds. 

Other measures announced the Central Committee 
for improving animal production were: keeping records 
the profitability cows and sows collective and State 
farm herds, spreading the use progressive techniques, 
insuring sufficient supplies construction materials for 
farm buildings, increasing pedigree breeding and improv- 
ing the veterinary service. 

With regard the above tasks, both Krutina and the Cen- 
tral Committee resolutions underscored the need improve 
sovkhoz husbandry. Krutina insisted that more rather than 
less centralized control was necessary achieve this goal, 
stating: full relaxation planning envisaged 
numerous comrades would inevitably prejudice the State 
interest. Surely, cannot admit that the interest the 
State farm manager should clash with the requirements 
the State only because may more suitable for the State 
farm, and the present situation less onerous, produce, 
for example, wheat instead sugar beet. Therefore, even 
the future, system planning must maintained 
which—while encouraging the initiative farm manage- 
ments the utilization the farms’ production potential 

will lead, the other hand, greater authority 
the State Plan State farms.” 

Measures also will taken increase the quantity and 
quality State farm personnel. the end 1955, vacant 
posts divisions belonging State farms will manned 
experts now the administrative apparatus, well 


“organizers and Communists from factories.” 
this program, greater assistance and “political and tech- 
nical attention” will paid youth brigades farms. 
Further, farm workers will have 
for production, and leading and technical workers will 
allowed leave their posts only with the consent su- 
perior economic organs order eliminate the “harmful 
labor fluctuation” now endangering State farm production. 
ensure greater economy, efforts are being made 
establish work norms district basis. For this purpose, 
the present system State credits will abolished and 
new method for financing production will introduced 
based the principle that “farms with the 
tion conditions have have the same planned production 
costs.” 

The Central Committee thus indicated that the regime 
present focussing its attention the collectivized 
sector agriculture and attempting tighten control 
through more centralized administration, greater control 
finances and increased political agitation. 


Kulaks 


Pressure against kulaks continues connection with in- 
creased agitation for collectivization. (See September 1955, 
50). Rude Pravo (Prague), August 22, 1955, made 
public the sentencing farmer eight months im- 
prisonment, loss civic rights and confiscation property 
the “people’s court” Kamenice nad Lipou. The 
farmer was indicted for careless farming, non-fulfillment 
the planned number beef cattle and hogs and non- 
deliveries quotas. “His for the first quarter 
the year prove his sabotage activities: kulak Janu owes 
165 kg. pork, 1,864 liters milk, and 1,394 eggs.” 

Another farmer, Josef Bartos, who worked tractor 
driver the Jenence State Farm after the loss his farm 
the State was tried and sentenced for sabotage. Accord- 
ing Lidova Demokracie (Prague), August 23, Bartos 


to 
est 


was accused his brigade leader and fellow workers 
intentionally plowing incorrectly that the yields 
hectares were decreased twenty percent. was also 
accused trying steal kg. barley for seed from the 
State farm and certain items from his former property. 
was condemned eight years imprisonment and lifelong 
expulsion from the Pribram District. 


Romania 


Gheorghiu-Dej Speaks 


Speaking the eve “liberation day,” Aug. 23, Premier 
Gheorghiu-Dej toed the current Satellite line with regard 
economic development and foreign relations, emphasiz- 
ing that heavy industry remains the basis 
industrialization,” and voicing his country’s desire estab- 
lish peaceful relations with Yugoslavia and the West. 
large part the Premier’s speech was devoted summing 
achievements the Five Year Plan, which was sup- 
posed run through the end 1955, but which now— 
claimed—will completed three months ahead 
schedule. According Gheorghiu-Dej, the following per- 
centage increases over 1950 will achieved heavy in- 
dustry the end 1955 (original plan targets paren- 
theses): machine building 280 (216), chemical industry 
over 300 (264), building materials 240 (273), and the non- 
ferrous metallurgical industry about 230 (243). Electric 
power, Gheorghiu-Dej said, twice what was 1950, 
and 3.8 times that 1938. The oil industry has increased 
production twofold over 1950, and now stands 10.5 
million tons, exceeding plan targets. Production pig iron 
has increased more than percent and steel production 
percent. 


With regard light industry, Gheorghiu-Dej stated that 
1955 (as compared 1950) the population will receive 
1.5 times more meat, twice much bacon and oil, 2.8 
times more butter and twice much fish. The people will 
also allegedly receive twice many cotton fabrics, 2.7 
times more woolen fabrics, 1.7 times more silk fabrics and 
twice the quantity footwear. 


While praising achievements, the Premier 
comings the steel, coal and building materials industries, 
and bottlenecks the textile, food and footwear indus- 
tries. Reduction production costs also unsatisfactory 
and Gheorghiu-Dej said that higher living standard was 
inconceivable without improvements this sector. 

discussing investments, the Premier emphasized the 
priority given heavy industry. the total investment 
funds ‘the Five Year Plan, said, 57.7 percent were 
earmarked for the development industry, especially 
heavy industry, which received almost percent the 
economic and social and cultural investments. (The orig- 
inal industrial investment was set 51.4 percent, with 
percent for heavy industry.) The Premier also revealed 
that 26.4 percent the total funds invested industry 


were devoted the oil industry and 9.5 the steel in- 
dustry. 


Agriculture 


Turning the rural sector, Gheorghiu-Dej stated that 
there are now about 5,600 collectives 
comprising 360,000 peasant families, well 2,700 simple 
associations. The “Socialized” sector agriculture now totals 
about percent the nation’s arable land, compared 
anization the Five Year Plan, agriculture now 
29,500 tractors [in 24,200 tractor-drawn plows, 
000 mechanically-drawn seeders, 6,000 reaper binders, 
000 grain-threshing machines and 1,500 self-propelled com- 
bines. Further, according the official, in- 
vestments and credits given peasants the 
sector amounted almost seven billion the past few 
years. 

Gheorghiu-Dej also claimed that the yield per hectare 
had increased the past five years, especially since August 
1953: the 9,040,000 tons grain production scheduled 
for 1955 has been surpassed, the crops this year promise 
good, and the good corn crop attained 1954-55, 
after remedying neglect this culture earlier years, 
should have tangible influence livestock breeding. 
for farm personnel, 7,000 agronomists were trained the 
Five Year Plan, well 13,400 engineers and 4,500 
economists, many whom were undoubtedly sent the 
rural sector. 


Foreign Policy 


The foreign policy part speech was 
characterized its friendly tone the West and the 
Tito government. This tone was set the beginning his 
address, when remarked that the “fight waged the 
anti-Hitlerite Soviet Union, the United 
States America, Britain and France against the com- 
mon enemy fascism, gave powerful impetus the 
struggle the Romanian Communist The Premier 
later praised the Geneva Conference, claiming that 
showed that the Cold War could not serve basis for 
international relations. also followed the Moscow line 
commending the Warsaw Treaty defense pact 
against the rebirth German militarism 
the Kremlin program for united Germany. Among other 
things, Gheorghiu-Dej expressed his nation’s desire be- 
come member the United Nations, increase trade 
with the West and improve relations with Yugoslavia. 

With respect the latter, noteworthy that Yugo- 
slav delegation was present Bucharest the occasion 
Romanian liberation day. invitation was issued the 
Tito government, but although the Yugoslavs sent their 
congratulations, they replied that due the “pressure 
work” members the Vece could spared. ap- 
pears, therefore, that Tito continuing apply pressure 
the Satellites comply with his demands, (See NBIC, 
September 1955, 49.) 
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Recent and Related 


(American Association for the Advance- 
ment Science: $1.25). this collec- 
tion papers from symposium 
the aim has been review the entire 
field Soviet science completely 
available information will permit, and 
dispassionately democratic ideology 
and individual thinking will 
state and contributions the physical, 
natural and social sciences the USSR 
are discussed individual papers. and 
the book includes two general talks 
“Science and Intellectual 
Russia” and “An Appraisal Science 
the USSR.” Although decrying the 
limited information available, and there- 
fore the inadequacy their work, these 
distinguished scientists have managed 
present “with considerable accuracy the 
present state science the USSR.” 
Despite the Soviet point view that 
“There not and cannot any place for 
neutrality and impartiality the field 
any scientific theory,” and the fact that 
certain areas, i.e., genetics, Soviet 
science “an archaic quackery without 
honesty and without the 
members the symposium find that 
areas which have been comparatively 
free political influence, particularly 
mathematics, Soviet standards and con- 
tributions rank with the best the free 
world. 


The Net That Covers the World, 
Cookridge (Holt: $3.95), and The 
Spy Web, Francis Noel-Baker (Van- 
guard: $3.00). These books, both 
British political journalists both 
dedicated the idea that knowledge 
and comprehension are prerequisites 
intelligent action, describe the operation 
the Soviet spy apparatus from some- 
what different points view. Mr. Baker, 
whose book introduced Herbert 
Philbrick, tells the stories four un- 
masked spy rings Japan, Canada, 
Greece and Sweden, and from them 
draws some general conclusions about 
the pattern induction and indoctrina- 
tion used, particularly drawing na- 
tionals country into the spy web. 
Mr. Cookridge gives considerable back- 
ground the formation the Soviet 
MVD and its various branches and rivals, 
and treats some length the spy system 
set the Nazi-occupied Satellites 
which made any efforts fair elections 


and democratic governments impossible 
after the war. their both 
outline what they consider the strengths 
and weaknesses the system and sug- 
gest Mr. 
Cookridge’s book contains appendix, 
glossary and index. 


Russia: Concise History, Dorsey 
Jones (Stackpole: $4.95). pro- 
fessor History the University 
Arkansas, and one the first educators 
the Southwest develop course 
Russian history, Dr. Jones 
interested presenting the essentials 
the development the USSR, unen- 
cumbered detail, that the student 
general reader can “understand the 
problems the USSR analysis 
the causal factors that have deter- 
mined those problems.” His selection 
necessarily and admittedly personal, but 
his plan clarity and conciseness has 
been achieved. The book includes chap- 
ters Soviet economics, cultural trends 
and the contemporary scene, well 
selected bibliographies following each 
chapter, general rules pronunciation, 
and chart the succession rulers. 
Maps, index and footnotes. 


Communism and Democracy Austra- 
lia, Leicester Webb (Praeger: $5.00). 
study Australia’s constitutional ref- 
erendum September, 1951, the 
question the dissolution the Com- 
munist Party. Mr. Webb discusses the 
history the Communist Party Aus- 
tralia, events leading the decision 
hold referendum, and details the 
campaign. discussing the validity 
attempt legally suppress political 
party, finds that Australia’s rejection 
the Dissolution Bill represents vic- 
tory for the principles liberal democ- 
racy.” The study offers interesting 
picture the structure Australian 
government and party politics. Appen- 
dices, footnotes and index. 


Ambassador Chains, Raymond 
Lane (Kenedy: $3.50). The biography 
Father Patrick Joseph Byrne, whose life 
was spent missionary Korea and 
Interned Japan during the 
war, later worked with and defended 
General post-war adminis- 


tration and that Syngman Rhee 
Korea. 1947 was again sent 
Korea, and was Seoul the time 
the invasion the North Koreans. Im- 
prisoned the Communists, died 
1950, after enforced “death 
march.” 


Failure Revolution, Rudolf 
Coper (Cambridge: history 
the short-lived German Socialist Repub- 
lic which existed for about five months 
after the surrender 1918. The failure 
this attempt institute democratic 
form government “left militarism 
dominate the German scene.” The revo- 
lution failed, however, precisely because 
the heritage militarism, and the 
confusion and lack foresight its 
instigators. who tried set demo- 
cratic forms vacuum military 
chaos, without any national background 
democratic, socia] economic experi- 
ence. Bibliography and index. 


The Explosion, Rainer Hildebrandt 
(Little, Brown: $3.75). The story 
the East Berlin and East German up- 
risings June 1953, told through 
the experiences several participants. 
The author, head anti-Communist 
group West Berlin, interviewed more 
than thousand witnesses effort 
understand fully what happened and 
presents his conclusions through the ac- 
tions teacher the Communist 
Youth Movement, West Berlin con- 
struction worker, Russian officer, politi- 
cal prisoners, and others who became 
involved knowingly unknowingly 
the snowballing events. What the author 
makes clear that this was spontane- 
ous display cumulative unrest which 
began unplanned strikes several 
areas East Germany and Berlin and 
assumed the proportions revolt 
several cities, where the government was 
actually taken over until Russian troops 
moved in. The disturbances seem never 
have been directed against the Soviet 
occupiers; rather, they were demand 
for representative German gov- 
ernment. The author’s contention that 
with the cooperation and aid RIAS 
(the West Berlin radio station which 
broadcasts into the Soviet Zone), Bonn 
and the this revolt could 
have been successful revolution. Pho- 
tographs. 
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‘private American citizens who joined together for direct action aimed 
the eventual liberation the peoples the Iron Curtain countries. With 
the help endowments and public contributions the Crusade for 
Freedom, the Committee has set up, among other activities, Radio Free 
Europe and Free Europe Press. The Committee’s efforts are focused the 


captive countries Central and Eastern Europe. these efforts the 


Committee counts among its active allies the democratic leaders—scholars, 
journalists, political and economic experts, and men letters—who have 
escaped from the Communist enslavement their native lands. 
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